
Stockholm, 5 November 2015

Support letter to the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania

Nordic Alcohol and Drug Policy Network (NordAN) an international umbrella organization for NGOs 
in the Baltic and Nordic states, involved in reducing harm from alcohol and drugs to society would like 
to express our concern regarding efforts ongoing in the Parliament of Lithuania to revoke the ban on 
alcohol sales in petrol stations.

We would like to remind that Lithuania is among EU countries that is experiencing enormous harm 
from alcohol consumption, including mortality due to drinking and driving. According to the OECD 
Health at a Glance 2015 report published on November 4 Lithuania is the leading country when it 
comes to alcohol consumption among adults. From year 2000 to 2013 Lithuania has experienced also 
by far the biggest growth in consumption. This trend is clearly very dangerous and requires strong 
action, as it was also highlighted by dr Zsuzsanna Jakab, director of the World Health Organization’s 
Regional Office for Europe when she visited Lithuania in September. 

Limiting alcohol availability is an important evidence based measure and prohibiting alcohol sales in 
petrol stations is the right decision in reducing accidents and changing cultural perceptions towards 
drinking and driving. In the latest WHO report on alcohol and health Lithuania is already mentioned 
among the countries  implementing such ban. For instance Estonia is now following Lithuania´s 
example when Ministry of Social Affairs introduced a bill on October 19 and part of that bill is also a 
ban for alcohol sales at petrol stations.

Stability and comprehensiveness of legal system, not to mention reputation of the country, is 
threatened by industry influenced processes of revoking evidence based legislation. Please vote for the 
better health of your country and keep the current legislation. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Allebeck, 
president, NordAN

Lauri Beekmann
Secretary General, NordAN

NordAN was established in September 2000 as a network of non governmental, voluntary organizations 
who all worked to reduce the consumption of alcohol and other drugs and who supported a restrictive 
alcohol and drug policy and who did not receive contributions from the commercial alcohol industry. 
Acting on these principles NordAN today have grown to have 90 non-governmental, voluntary member 
organisations in all the eight Nordic and Baltic countries (Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Norway and Sweden), all active in the alcohol and drug field.


