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THIS is not a scientific study. It has never aimed to be one. This is advocacy 
groups attempt to analyse the developments in societies and in a way to predict 
where are we heading in the next five or ten years. The prediction aspect of this 
is because we are focusing on young people. And even more, on politically active 
young people. They are, at least theoretically, the ones making the decisions of 
tomorrow. Are they the future ministers, prime ministers, party leaders, high 
officials? Probably, yes. They are going to decide the future of the political 
parties, and as we are finding out, they give their best to do it already today.

Perhaps more than ever, the youth voice is critical in today's policymaking. "Politics is 
in realignment. And perhaps the most underappreciated change is this: Based on 
recent research at Tufts University's Tisch College of Civic Life, young voters, ages 18-
29, played a significant role in the 2018 midterms and are poised to shape elections in
2020 and beyond." CNN on January 2, 2020, looking at the US presidential elections. 

Every Nordic country is discussing or already experimenting with lowering the voting 
age, thus involving younger people in our democratic processes. That will mean that 
political parties will listen more and more what young are saying, what they support 
and are interested in. Youth matter. Today more than ever before. For us, to 
understand the motives and interests of young people, it will be easier to predict the 
next steps and the future developments. 

Lauri Beekmann
Executive director, NordAN

Funded by:
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Introduction

Nordic Alcohol and Drug Policy Networks
(NordAN) project "Changing views on alcohol
policy in Nordic countries" set out to focus on
political youth organisations to understand
their views on alcohol and alcohol policies. Already for a few times, political parties in Iceland have 
been close to dismantling alcohol retail monopoly and advertising ban. In Finland, the parliament 
adopted a bill that allowed stronger alcohol (up to 5.5%) to grocery stores, and there are ongoing 
discussions to change the role of Alko. Farm sales are discussed in all Nordic countries, and experts 
are worried about how that would influence the role of the monopoly systems. Our project aimed 
to find out what are the positions of the political youth organisations, do they have alcohol policies 
and do these positions differ compared to their political parties.
The project was funded by the Stiftelsen Ansvar för Framtiden (SAFF) and co-funded by NordAN.
We want to thank a group of people for their contributions. We are grateful to Nijole Gostautaite 
Midttun, Arni Einarsson, Emi Maeda, Nina Karlsson, Juha Mikkonen, Kjetil Vesteraas and Stig Erik 
Sørheim for their participation in preparing the questionnaire. Emi, Kjetil and also Isabelle Benfalk, 
Filip Nyman, Christian Bjerre and Ulla Britt Jensen for their help with doing the surveys. Lauri 
Beekmann was the project manager.

Main findings
While the situation is different between the countries, it is still possible to conclude that alcohol has 
a low priority for the political youth organisations in the Nordic countries. Organisations either don´t 
have any positions on alcohol at all, these positions are very superficial, or they are mainly focused 
on alcohol as an economic issue. That being said, some organisations do consider alcohol as a high 
priority. Some are supporting the Nordic alcohol policies and are in line with the traditional 
positions of their political parties. Others, a growing number of organisations, are focused on 
dismantling the existing alcohol policies. The main target appears to be scrapping the alcohol retail 
monopoly systems. Another conclusion is that these organisations that have set out to work against 
the alcohol policy measures are more active in their work compared to the ones that say they support 
these policies.
Twenty-two organisations filled the projects questionnaire. Five from Finland, six from Sweden, five 
from Norway, five from Denmark and one from Iceland. A few returned only partly filled 
questionnaires. 

It is important to remember that some who gave high scores for alcohol as a priority, expressed 
support for dismantling the monopoly systems. In other words, for some, the focus on this topic 
means working against restrictive alcohol policies. 
In addition to the questionnaires, we turned to their webpages, political programs and broader 
media coverage. Individual organisations reports bring out the policy positions that they have in 
their political programs and also their actual activities in media. From this, another conclusion 
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emerged: with some of the organisations there is a mismatch between what they state and what 
they express in real life. An organisation might support a drug-free society and at the same time, 
favour legalising cannabis.

The overall awareness of alcohol-related harms varies. It is surprising that from one point, 
organisations that don´t intend to do
anything on alcohol might acknowledge
that alcohol causes serious harms. On
the other hand, some organisations
that say they protect public health-
oriented alcohol policies, don´t seem to
link alcohol with many harms. As the
following graph shows, the awareness
of alcohol´s link to cancer is not very
good.

Surprising topics
One of the most unexpected things
among the Finnish youth organisations
was the near-consensus on "Shifting
the focus of alcohol taxation from
home use to restaurants." It was presented not only as a tool for boosting the economy but also as a
means to better public health. As there doesn't seem to evidence to support that goal, it is rather 
odd to see that a majority of one countries organisations support it. 
Perhaps somewhat similar is the topic of "drinking in parks" question in Norway. Again, quite many 
organisations put a lot of effort into such a small issue.

Panel at the Helsinki conference
A special panel took place at the Helsinki conference. Kalle Dramstad from IOGT-NTO
moderated a discussion involving Emi Maeda from EHYT’s KUPLA project, Nijole Gostautaite
Midttun from the Lithuanian Tobacco and Alcohol Control Coalition, Kjetil Vesteraas from
Juvente, Norway and Lukas Galkus from International Youth Health Organization.
Emi Maeda: „“We need to think about what we as organisations can offer to young
policymakers. “Information” and “opportunities to affect our organisation” might not be
enough. How do we include young activists and policymakers and what kind of concrete
and tangible things can we offer them?”
Kalle Dramstad: „We haven’t been engaging enough with these young people – we haven’t
created enough opportunities for proponents of ambitious alcohol policies to develop,
build platforms and advance. That is something that the alcohol industry and various forms
of free-market think tanks opposed to alcohol policy do well and we could and should learn
from.“
Nijole Gostautaite Midttun: „We should focus on encouraging cooperation among youth
organisations in the field of public health, hoping that their members and influence
eventually will seep into the agenda of the political youth organisations.“
Lukas Galkus: „We are not engaging political youth organisations at all. Most of them have
some stands and views on alcohol policies, but there are almost no internal policies or
provisions about national alcohol policies.“
Kjetil Vesteraas: „There is a need for a huge push for prevention efforts, based on the
Icelandic model, to ensure that the current harmful lack of correct information is reduced.
There is no way that this can be done by NGOs alone, it must be an integral part of the
education system.“
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CANNABIS
As part of our projects questionnaire, we also asked about the political youth organisation´s 
positions on cannabis policy. 

Kjetil Vesteraas, the managing
director of Juvente in Norway, a
contributor for the project 
compares the different views and
positions that young people have
on alcohol and drug policies. “The
relatively rapid changes in drug
policy appeal to youth in a
different way than the incremental
changes in alcohol policy. The
public debate on alcohol policy is
usually fairly civilised, whereas the
drug policy debate has seen an
unprecedented level of hostile
rhetoric. This creates an
environment where simple slogans rule, and labels of good and evil are used extensively. This 
«warlike» condition will force you to choose sides. This appeals to certain groups of youth, that will 
invest a lot of effort into the debate. Alcohol policy, on the other hand, is not about huge, sweeping 
changes. That’s a debate about tweaking political tools, and that, to most young people, is boring, 
as you can’t put any identity into such a debate, except if you’re politically active in general.
I think that it is generally understood that alcohol policy is for everyone in society, that it is designed 
to both provide and protect, and that conflicting needs must be considered carefully. Drug policy, on
the other hand, is usually only about those who use drugs, and more specifically, those who have an
addiction. This makes the preventive aspect of drug policy either irrelevant or in direct opposition to
«helping those in need». There should be more effort to make sure that drug policymakers know 
that drug policies affect everyone in society and that the same considerations, prevention- and «do 
no harm» approach that applies to alcohol policy, also should apply to drug policy.
Youth are living in a world where truths about both alcohol and drugs are few and far between. A 
Norwegian study from 2006 revealed that the competence level regarding drugs and alcohol 
actually decreased among youth aged 13-19 as they progressed through the education system. This 
shows that a lack of education does not mean that youth won’t seek information, it just means that 
the chances of them finding incorrect information increases. The misunderstandings will then 
increasingly make up their knowledge base as their education progresses.
This mechanism is enhanced in the wake of the social media expansion. A recent study from 
Stanford found that the number of interactions with a claim that cannabis could cure cancer 
compared with the correct information from American cancer associations was 4500:1. This means 
that incorrect, unsubstantiated and outrageous claims flood the reality of youth. With this in mind, 
there is a need for a huge push for prevention efforts, based on the Icelandic model, to ensure that 
the current harmful lack of correct information is reduced. There is no way that this can be done by 
NGOs alone, it must be an integral part of the education system.”
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FINLAND
Political youth organisations, political parties and Alcohol Act 2018

The new Alcohol Act was approved by Parliament on 19 December 2017 and by the President of the
Republic on 28 December 2017. The new Alcohol Act entered into force on 1 March 2018. Some of 
the amendments entered into force already on 1 January 2018. 

According to the controversial bill on 1 January 2018, the maximum strength of alcoholic beverages 
sold in retail stores was raised to 5.5% alcohol by volume, and the requirement for production by 
fermentation was removed. This means that grocery shops, kiosks and petrol stations can sell also 
strong beers and ciders and long drink beverages produced by adding strong alcoholic beverages. 

The new Alcohol Act was voted in December 2017 with a result of 98-94 to back the change, even 
though Parliament’s own committee for social affairs and health, and other lawmakers opposed 
lifting the limit. Government parties had agreed that MPs could vote according to their conscience 
and that showed also in a very close result. Final voting took place on December 19 and then the 
result was 124–65 because at that vote representatives of government parties were bound by group
discipline.

December 15, 2017 voting
Government parties:
Centre Party (Keskusta, seats 49; after 2015 elections; 30 supported the change, 18 was against and 
1 were absent) - The Centre Party of Finland (Finnish: Suomen Keskusta, Kesk; Swedish: Centern i 
Finland) is a centrist, liberal-conservative, agrarian political party in Finland.
National Coalition Party (Kokoomus, seats 37; 34 supported the change, 1 was against and 2 were 
absent) group had made a group decision to vote to raise the level to 5.5%. - The National Coalition 
Party (NCP; Finnish: Kansallinen Kokoomus; Kok.; Swedish: Samlingspartiet; Saml.) is a centre-right 
political party in Finland considered liberal, conservative, and liberal-conservative.
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Blue Reform (Sininen tulevaisuus, seats 18; supported 12, against 4 and 2 was absent) - Blue Reform 
(Finnish: Sininen tulevaisuus, shortened to SIN, Swedish: Blå framtid, both lit. blue future) is a 
Finnish conservative political party.

Opposition parties:
Social Democratic Party of Finland (SOSIALIDEMOKRAATIT, seats 35; 1 supported, 33 was against and
1 was absent) - The Social Democratic Party of Finland (SDP, Finnish: Suomen sosialidemokraattinen 
puolue, Swedish: Finlands socialdemokratiska parti), shortened to the Social Democrats and 
commonly known in Finnish as Demarit, is a social-democratic political party in Finland.
Green League (Vihreät, seats 15; 4 supported, 10 was against and 1 was absent) - The Green League
(VIHR, Finnish: Vihreä liitto, Swedish: Gröna förbundet), shortened to the Greens, is a green political 
party in Finland. The Green League is among the largest political parties in Finland.
Christian Democrats (Kristillisdemokraatit, seats 5; all 5 was against) - The Christian Democrats 
(Finnish: Kristillisdemokraatit, KD; Swedish: Kristdemokraterna) are a Christian-democratic political 
party in Finland.
Left Alliance (Vasemmistoliitto, seats 12; 1 supported and 11 was against) - The Left Alliance 
(Finnish: Vasemmistoliitto, Swedish: Vänsterförbundet, vas.) is a left-wing political party in Finland.
Swedish People's Party of Finland (Suomen ruotsalainen kansanpuolue, seats 10; 3 supported and 7 
was against) - The Swedish People's
Party of Finland (Swedish: Svenska
folkpartiet i Finland (SFP); Finnish:
Suomen ruotsalainen kansanpuolue
(RKP)) is a liberal-centrist political party
in Finland aiming to represent the
interests of the minority Swedish-
speaking population of Finland.
Finns Party (Perussuomalaiset, seats 17;
13 supported and 4 was against) - The
Finns Party, formerly known in English
as the True Finns (Finnish:
Perussuomalaiset, PS, Swedish:
Sannfinländarna, Sannf.), is a Finnish
populist political party.

When a survey (March 2019) asked party
leaders what´s their position on moving the
„sale of wines and spirits to retail stores“,
most clearly disagreed. 

Antti Rinne, Social Democratic Party:
Disagree
Antti Lindtman, Social Democratic Party:
Disagree
Li Andersson, Left Alliance: Fully Disagree
Pekka Haavisto, Greens: Disagree
Hannakaisa Heikkinen, Center: Fully
Disagree
Sari Essayah, Christian Democrats: Fully
Disagree
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Centre Party (Keskusta)
Youth organisation: Keskustanuoret (FINNISH CENTRE YOUTH)

Main positions of the The Centre Party´s alcohol positions:
# Alcohol tax can be increased if tax solutions in neighboring countries allow it.
# Internal security is not just a matter for the authorities. Internal security is fundamentally affected 
by exclusion, income disparities, unemployment, alcohol and substance abuse policies, the financial 
situation and inequalities between people.
# Finland needs national attitudes to alcohol use. The cost to society of alcohol must be reduced. 
The binge drinking culture must move towards moderation. The effectiveness of substance abuse 
treatment needs to be improved.

Finnish Centre Youth (Finnish: Keskustanuoret) is the biggest
political youth organisation in Finland with 17 000 members. It
is the youth wing of the Centre Party. It is formed by 19 regional
organisations and approximately 400 local associations.

Centre Youth „want to drive alcohol consumption more into
restaurants by lowering the tax on alcohol sold in restaurants.“
Their goal is that the „sale of small brewery products in the brewery's own shop shall be permitted. 
Alko has to change its practices so that Finnish products from small breweries, wineries and 
distilleries are increasingly on their shelves.“

In June 2016, when the coalition parties could´nt find a common ground regarding the proposed 
alcohol act, the vice-chair of the Centre Youth Antti Grönlund announced that he would keep the 
alcohol level at 4.7%. Apart from raising the percentage threshold, he believed that reform was a 
positive thing. „We want the whole thing to go forward. Is it really wise to stick to the small part that
is estimated to have the biggest health risks? Wouldn't it be more profitable to promote big things 
that, as you know, are not that bad?“ Grönlund said.

Antti Grönlund, who is now the political officer of the organisation explained in a private e-mail 
answer the following: 

„We are deeply worried by alcohol-related problems in Finland, both humane and economic. 
It is vital that we change our drinking culture. Our goal is to reduce harm done by all 
substances including alcohol. 
One way of achieving a healthier drinking culture is to move drinking from homes to 
restaurants, where there is always more people and security if needed. We need to lower the 
cost of drinking in restaurant by means of taxation.  
We think that we should not improve the availability of stronger alcohol in Finland. We 
support the state-run monopoly.“ 

EXAMPLES from Centre Youth positions

In June 2016 Helsinki Centre Youth demand restaurants to provide their customers tap water for 
free. 
„Charges for water at nightclubs do not encourage customers to consume water along with 
alcoholic beverages. As a result, more and more suffer from dehydration, which is a health hazard.“

Initiative from 2017. Lapland Centre Youth: Lapland as an alcohol policy pilot province

8

https://keskustanuoret.fi/files/597/Poliittiset_aloitteet_2017.pdf
https://keskustanuoret.fi/helsingin_keskustanuoret/uutiset/helsingin_keskustanuoret_vetta_bilekansalle.511.news
https://www.is.fi/ruokala/ajankohtaista/art-2000005242796.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finnish_Centre_Youth
https://keskusta.fi/Suomeksi/Eduskuntavaalit-2015/Terveydeksi---vastuuta-omasta-hyvinvoinnista
https://keskusta.fi/Suomeksi/Ohjelmia-ja-politiikkaa/Uusia-ohjelmia-ja-linjauksia/Sisaisen-turvallisuuden-ja-oikeuspolitiikan-linjaus-
https://keskusta.fi/Suomeksi/Ohjelmia-ja-politiikkaa/Uusia-ohjelmia-ja-linjauksia/Talous--ja-verolinjaus
https://keskustanuoret.fi/
https://keskusta.fi/


Turning Lapland into an alcohol policy pilot pronvince, where significantly lower taxation levels 
compared to Norway and Sweden would be introduced. At the same time, howere, the liquor cards 
would be reintroduced, which would be implemented as digital mobile applications.
General Assembly didn´t support that initiative. 

Conclusions: Centre Youth seem to be standing in protection of the traditional Finnish alcohol policy.
On the one hand they insist that they support Alko and it´s role in the society. On the other hand 
they see areas where Alko should be improved and alcohol sales should be relaxed. When it comes 
to their program, alcohol is not a priority theme. Some of their members have rather liberal views 
on how to deal with alcohol problem.
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National Coalition Party (Kokoomus)
Kokoomusnuoret (Youth of the National Coalition Party)

Main positions of the The National Coalition Party´s alcohol policy:
# Continue the relaxation of alcohol regulation through the liberalization of wines in the grocery 
trade, further relaxation of food regulation and the removal of food retail conditions.
# The National Coalition Party adopted a policy of relaxing alcohol policy and, among other things 
dismantling Alko's monopoly position. There is also a need for a clearer approach to distance selling 
of alcohol. Deregulation may already be on the agenda of the next government negotiations.
# There is a broad consensus in society on the need for deregulation, but for some reason it does 
not extend to alcohol laws.
# In the next few years, the maintenance of the State retail monopoly can be dispensed with in a 
controlled and systematic way and all categories of beverages may be gradually released for 
licensed retail. Phased release ensures that no consumption-related shocks occur.

The Youth of the National Coalition Party (Finnish: Kokoomuksen
Nuorten Liitto, Swedish: Samlingspartiets Ungdomsförbund) is a
political youth organization in Finland. It is the youth wing of the
National Coalition Party. Since November 2015, its president has
been Daniel Sazonov.

Youth of the National Coalition Party´s THE WELFARE POLICY PROGRAM FOR 2019-202  0
„The aim is to shift the consumption of alcohol from the home to the licensed outlet. Restaurant 
opening hours will be liberalized and restaurant licensing tax reduced.
Alko's monopoly position will be dissolved.
The use of cannabis and possession of small amounts will be decriminalized.“

PS in June 2018 Kokoomus Party's Congress approved in Turku an initiative to phase out Alko's 
exclusive right to sell wines and spirits. The party would push for the future expansion of wine and 
spirits sales to grocery stores. In 2016, a party assembly outlined that wine should be allowed to be 
sold in grocery stores. The National Coalition Party believes that the justification for Alko's exclusive 
distribution rights, health protection and public order has lost its significance.

“Young people in the National Coalition Party believe that alcohol policy must aim to reduce the 
harm caused by intoxicants. However, the problems of individuals must not limit the freedom of the 
vast majority to obtain and use legal drugs. In addition, legislation must specifically protect minors 
and other vulnerable groups who are exposed to substance abuse by others. The primary tools of 
alcohol harm are education and timely and prompt treatment of problems.” Source: 
Kokoomusnuoret

VAT to 14%
In July 2016 Henrik Vuornos wrote in Kokoomusnuorte blog that value added tax for alcohol should 
be reduced to 14%. „In 1995, restaurants still sold over 20% of all alcohol, while the quantity is now 
below 10%. Alcohol problems are increasing and tax revenues are declining as Finns invest properly 
at home before moving to the restaurant.

One solution to this problem could be to lower the value added tax for alcohol sold in restaurants to
the same level with the food tax rate. At present, the value added tax on alcohol is 24% while the 
food tax is 14%.“
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Kokoomuksen opiskelijaliitto Tuhatkunta (Student Union of National Coalition Party)
Responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:

The organisation doesn´t have a formal document on alcohol.

The organisation hasn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers for events, 
projects, travel but they will try to apply in the future.

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (8), Heavy fines for drinking and 
driving (10), Frequent roadside-testing (8), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy 
(10), School-based education (10), Social campaigns (10), Restricting industry interference in policy 
making (8).
Low support for following policy measures: Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Private 
monopoly on sales of alcohol (1).

The organisations believes that alcohol contributes strongly to shorter life span (8), Lower quality of 
life (7), illness (8), cancer (8), harm to others (7), traffic accidents (9), 

The organisation considers their views on alcohol matters similar with the affiliated party 
organization.

The organisation supports that the retail sale of all alcoholic beverages (including wine and spirits) 
should be allowed in grocery stores or other retail locations.

In 20 years the organisation believes that the public discussion on alcohol is characterised by 
emphasis on public health, and alcohol is seen primarily in relation to its impact on health 
inequalities, mental health, marginalisation, etc.

The organisation would have supported the decision to bring stronger (4.7% > 5.5%) alcohol in 
grocery stores.

Conclusions: The organisation appears to support invididual responsibility when it comes to alcohol 
related harm and regulation. They support raising awareness via education and campaigns. They do 
support higher taxes and they are not against full ban on alcohol advertising (5) but they outright 
oppose to the retail monopoly system. They think that the industry lobby should be restricted (8) 
but they would accept industry´s financial support.
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Blue Reform (Sininen tulevaisuus)
Youth organisation: Siniset Nuoret (Blue Youth)

Main positions of the The Blue Reform Party´s alcohol policy:
Alcohol is not mentioned in the Blue Reforms policy program. The only mention is following:
# Alcoholics take up space in the jail when the right place is at the survival station. All kinds of 
addictions (alcohol, drugs, gambling addiction) must be offered treatment and support at a lower 
threshold.

From the program of Blue Youth:
„Blue Youth people believe that there is also unnecessary
legislation in Finland, observance of which undermines the
freedom of Finns and complicates their daily lives. Therefore,
there is still a demand for deregulation. Nor is it necessary to
legislate on everything, but to rely on the ability of the Finnish people to agree on things with each 
other.

1. Alko's monopoly should be dissolved.
2. Restrictions on restaurant opening hours should be removed.
3. Time and volume restrictions on alcohol sales are lifted, and alcohol sales times are left to 

the discretion of the stores.“

„Finland has a real opportunity to take a bigger slice of the industry“
Sininen Tulevaisuus party appears to deal with alcohol only as an economic commodity. In 
September 2017, Chairman of the Finance Committee Kaj Turunen published following statement: 
„The discussion on alcohol freezes to a few tenths of a percent when it comes to the bigger picture 
and the importance of the whole industry to Finland. Alcohol is the largest product group in food 
exports, with an annual export value of around EUR 150 million. Hundreds of billions of euros are 
circulating in the alcohol business worldwide. “Finland has a real opportunity to take a bigger slice 
of the industry. We have many players, award winning products and things that others appreciate. 
Like pure water and raw materials. However, this does not happen by itself, but small producers 
must first have a functioning home market, ”says Turunen. Turunen hopes that regulations that will 
effectively prevent access to the domestic alcohol market will be deregulated.“

Blue Youth responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

High support for following policy measures: heavy fines for drinking and driving (10), 
recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Labeling all alcohol packaging with 
calories and full ingredient list (6). 

Low support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (1), Restricting retail hours (1), 
Increase the legal age (1), Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Private monopoly (1), Expensive 
retail licences (1), Zero blood alcohol content driving limits (2), Health warnings on all alcohol 
packaging (3), Full ban on alcohol advertising (1), Restricting industry interference in policy making 
(1), Prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial flights (1). 
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The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to harm to others (7), sexual harrassment
(7) but has week association to loss of individual freedom (1), corruption (3) and erosion of 
democracy (1). 

The organisation considers their views on alcohol to be more lenient compared with the affiliated 
party organization. 

The organisation supports that the retail sale of all alcoholic beverages (including wine and spirits) 
should be allowed in grocery stores or other retail locations.

In 20 years the organisation believes that the public discussion on alcohol is characterised by 
emphasis on public health, and alcohol is seen primarily in relation to its impact on health 
inequalities, mental health, marginalisation, etc.

The organisation would have supported the decision to bring stronger (4.7% > 5.5%) alcohol in 
grocery stores.

Conclusions: The organisation appears to see alcohol almost only in economic terms and none of 
their program points addresses the public health or social problem that alcohol causes in the 
society. They strongly oppose to the „best-buy“ measures (giving only 1 point out of ten to 
increasing taxes, limiting availability and banning advertising). Measures they do support, are mainly
focusing on individual responsibility and raising consumers awareness to be able to drink 
responsibly. They gave the lowest score (1) for restricting industry interference in policy making but 
at the same time they have a policy not to accept alcohol industry´s sponsor money. 
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Social Democratic Party of Finland (SOSIALIDEMOKRAATIT)
Demarinuoret (Youth of Social Democrats)

Main positions of the The Social Democratic Party´s alcohol policy:
Alcohol is a major cause of social and health problems. Disadvantages are closely linked to the total 
alcohol consumption of the population. The majority of the population is moderate alcohol users, 
and a large number of alcohol-related harm and diseases are caused to them, not just to heavy 
consumers. The increase in alcohol consumption also increases the harm to those close to the user 
and family members, and in particular, the harmful effects of alcohol are directly and indirectly 
reflected in the well-being of children. Increasing alcohol consumption increases also  
socioeconomic health inequalities. The increasing alcohol consumption of older people is also a 
worrying trend, which has significantly intensified in recent years.
The Alcohol Act, which came into force in 2018, expanded restaurant opening hours and availability 
of mild alcoholic beverages in the grocery store. While it seems that, fortunately, not all threats 
from a social and health and safety perspective have been realized, it is too early for an impact 
assessment and for final conclusions to be drawn.

The Social Democratic Youth (Finnish: Sosialidemokraattiset
Nuoret, also known as Demarinuoret) is the youth organisation
of the Social Democratic Party of Finland. The organisation has 5,000 members. In the 1970s they 
had 40,000 members.

Youth of Social Democrats state in their political program:
„Alcohol policy should have as its national objective the overall reduction of alcohol consumption 
and the promotion of public health. Alcohol consumption must be redirected towards restaurants, 
which will boost employment, increase security and promote a culture of drinking and habits.“

Alcohol is not mentioned in their parliament election program for 2019-2023. 

Youth of Social Democrats are members of EHYT ry. 

Helsinki young people want wines in stores - "Be more rational about alcohol"
Back in August 2014, Helsinki young people of Social Democrats were calling for the sale of wine 
and beers below 12% to be opened at grocery stores, gas stations and kiosks. „It is desirable that 
Finnish alcohol culture gradually comes closer to Central European culture. We should be able to 
approach alcohol more rationally, as part of normal life,“ they stated. They called the 4.7% alcohol 
limit for alcohol retail artificial. In their view, alcohol policy cannot be based solely on heavy 
consumers and problem users. Alcohol restrictions will not drastically reduce alcohol-related harm.

Unleash the people from the yoke of a vacuum-packed honey marinade!
In February 2013, Milla Granlund from the Western Finland youth organisation wrote against 
further tightening of the Finnish alcohol legislation. „Alcohol sales in grocery stores are to be tied to 
Alko's opening hours and all forms of drinking, such as at amusement parks and festivals, are 
prohibited. This would mean that, for example, a restaurant in an amusement park would not be 
able to enjoy a beer or a glass of wine with food. It's about educating children about civilized and 
responsible drinking. This would also mean a loss of clients for the festivals.“
„Not only would restricting opening hours affect employment and thus the tax revenue from wage 
income, it would shift people to drink in their homes. Drinking in a restaurant is controlled drinking 
and drinking is associated with a social event. It is naive to think that people's desire to drink would 
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disappear with the change in opening hours. Why would Finland want to demystify an area that is 
valued elsewhere in Europe?“

SONK - Socialdemocratic Students of Finland

Alcohol is not mentioned in their Target Program for 2019 nor in their Strategy for 2017-2021. 

SONK responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

High support for following policy measures: restricting retail hours (6), public monopoly on sales of 
alcohol (8), heavy fines for drinking and driving (7), frequent roadside-testing (7), free treatment for 
all alcohol addicted persons (8), recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (7), health 
warnings on all alcohol packaging (7), labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient 
list (7), full ban on alcohol advertising (7), school-based education about the harms of alcohol (7), 
social campaigns about alcohol harms (7).

Low support for following policy measures: increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (4),
private monopoly on sales of alcohol (4), expensive retail licences (4).

The organisation marked 7 (10  means stricter measures should be applied) to following measures in
Finland: Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV; Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in social media and internet; Sponsorship regulation; Levels of excise taxes for alcohol; 
Legal age of purchase and consumption. 
And 8 for: School-based education about the harms of alcohol; Social campaigns about alcohol 
harm.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (9), Lower quality of 
life (8), Loss of individual freedom (7), Violence (9), Illness (9), Cancer (6), Harm to others (9), Sexual 
harassement (9), Gender based violence (10), Traffic accidents (8).

The organisation considers that the regulations regarding retail sale of alcoholic beverages should be 
stricter.

In 20 years the organisation believes that the public discussion on alcohol is is dominated by the 
perspective and interests of commercial actors, such as retail, brewing industry, etc., and is most 
commonly discussed from the perspective of employment, tax revenues, etc.

The organisation wouldn´t  have supported the decision to bring stronger (4.7% > 5.5%) alcohol in 
grocery stores.

Conclusions: Social Democratic party has been traditionally a strong supporter of an evidence-based
alcohol policy. The youth organisations don´t consider that topic as their priority themes. While 
answering to question „How important are alcohol issues for achieving your organisation's main 
goals?“ they rated with 3 out of ten. And the same rating for the question „How important are 
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alcohol issues in implementing your organization's goals in public health policy?“.
At the same time SONK responses showed that they support imrovements in most of the major 
policy areas with rates 7 or 8 out of 10. 
Individual cases and examples show that their organisations have also different ideas why and how 
alcohol policy should be liberalized. In other words, there is a push towards the purely economic 
view on the matter.
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Green League (Vihreät)
Youth organisation: Vihreät Nuoret (Green Youth)

Main positions of the The Green Party´s alcohol policy:
# More resources need to be allocated to the timely rehabilitation of drug users. Early detection and
intervention are emphasized in the prevention of alcohol related harm.
# The aim of substance abuse policy is to reduce health and social harm. The risk of substance 
abuse needs to be identified before the substance abuse problem develops. Health and social care
contacts should always talk about the use of intoxicants eg. AUDIT.
# The use of alcohol is best influenced by availability and price, so a reasonably high tax on alcohol is
justified.

The Federation of Green Youth and Students (Vihreiden nuorten ja
opiskelijoiden liitto ry (ViNO) in Finnish or De gröna unga och studerandenas
förbund in Swedish) is a political youth organization in Finland. It is the youth
wing of the Green League.

Alcohol is not mentioned in the Green Youth´s political program. Where addictive subtsances are 
mentioned their positions is following: „Promote harm reduction policies, for example by 
establishing legal drug injection facilities nationwide. The sale, possession and use of minor health 
intoxicants should be decriminalized.“

Alcohol is mentioned in their „shorter positions“ document:
„Alcohol policy aims to prevent and reduce harmful use of alcohol. The high tax rate on alcohol is 
justified. Taxation controls consumption and helps raise funds for the treatment and prevention of 
alcohol abuse. In addition to taxation, alcohol policy must focus on operational support services and
proper education.
Alko should remain a state-owned monopoly, but the sale of mild alcoholic beverages, such as wines,
can also be allowed in grocery stores. Related to alcohol sales and other serving, bureaucracy and 
regulation should be lightened, for example, separate licensing areas should be abandoned. 
Drinking alcohol in public places should be allowed. The medium beer should not be diluted and the 
time limits for selling alcohol or opening hours of restaurants should not be tightened. In addition, 
in order to support small producers, the sale of soft drinks from restaurants and small breweries 
should be allowed more freely.“

Different view on Alko
Green Youth´s position in Alko differs from the Green´s Party which states in their political program 
that „Selling wine at grocery stores is not sensible as it would increase the harm done by alcohol.“

In June 2017, Green Yoyth´s chairman Iiris Suomela told Ilta Sanomat newspaper that „ViNO's 
position is that, for example, wines should be available in grocery stores. However, Suomela hopes 
that the harmful effects of alcohol will continue to be closely monitored. He emphasizes, for 
example, that the taxation of alcohol still needs careful consideration.“
On the matter of alcohol act change in 2017, Suomela said that „Most alcohol problems do not 
occur to alcoholics but to all people. We have a lot in common. We all want to bring the reform to 
the end - with the exception of the minimum percentage increase. I urge you to do what you agree 
on and leave the percentage increase for later. As a representative of the opposition party, I would 
like to see that there would be investment made into healthcare as well.“

17

https://www.is.fi/ruokala/ajankohtaista/art-2000005242796.html
https://www.vihreat.fi/paihdepoliittisen-ohjelman-tiivistelma
https://www.vihreatnuoret.fi/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/LYHYET_KANNAT.pdf
https://www.vihreatnuoret.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Sosiaalipoliittinen-ohjelma_hyv%C3%A4ksytty-liittokokouksessa-2019.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federation_of_Green_Youth_and_Students
https://www.vihreat.fi/asiat/vihrea-politiikka/vihreaa-politiikkaa-asta-ohon
https://www.vihreat.fi/sites/default/files/meille_kaikille_hyva_elama_-_vihrea_sosiaali-_ja_terveyspoliittinen_ohjelma_0.pdf
https://www.vihreat.fi/vihrea-politiikka/ohjelmat/vihreiden-poliittinen-tavoiteohjelma-2019-2023
https://www.vihreatnuoret.fi/
https://www.vihreat.fi/


The Christian Democrats (Kristillisdemokraatit)
Youth organisation: Christian Democratic Youth of Finland (Nuoret 
Kristillisdemokraatit)

Main positions of the The Christian Democrat´s alcohol policy:
# The Christian Democrats support the state monopoly, among other things, for the retail of 
gambling and alcohol, which can also take responsibility for the problems that arise in society.
# Alcohol availability is restricted at events involving children and adolescents. Alcohol lifestyle 
advertising should be banned completely.
# Alcohol policy must continue to be pursued in our country from the point of view of social and 
security policy, as alcohol abuse continues to seriously damage public health and internal security 
and undermine both public and private finances. Alcohol consumption costs our national economy 
billions of euros each year. The aim should be to achieve a significant reduction in total alcohol 
consumption, especially in the younger age groups. Statistics and studies show that total alcohol 
consumption is most effectively reduced by limiting the availability of alcohol and increasing its 
price. Raising alcohol taxes will reduce overall consumption and raise funds for the costs of alcohol 
harm. This will reduce the burden of alcohol abuse for those who use alcohol moderately or not at 
all. We do not support measures to facilitate access to alcohol. Alcoholic products sold in grocery 
stores must be lowered in alcohol and so-called alco-pops should not be sold in grocery stores. We 
encourage healthy lifestyles and a drug-free community.

Christian Democratic Youth of Finland (Finnish: Suomen
Kristillisdemokraattiset Nuoret, KDN / Swedish: Finlands
Kristdemokratiska Unga) is a political youth organization in
Finland. It is the youth league of Christian Democrats. It
currently has more than 1,500 registered
members.Traditionally Christian Democratic Youth of Finland has supported a more moderate 
conservative ideology than its political concern, the Christian Democrat Party of Finland. 
Furthermore the Youth division of the party represents the most liberal wing of its party.

The Party of Christian Democrats have been one of the strongest supporter of a strong alcohol 
policy. Alcohol issue has been an important topic for the youth organisation also for decades. 

From Wikipedia: „As early as 1973, a youth organization defined itself as a critical wing of the party. 
Nevertheless, ideological lines often followed the party line. The organization's goal was to present 
the Christian truth in the social debate. Ideally, the task seemed easy, but in practical politics there is
a difficulty in finding social applications of this truth. The contradiction between idealism and 
realism, and the constant search for the applications of truth and access to it, have been throughout
the history of the organization.
The practical applications of the 1970s were to advocate a Christian cultural policy, to oppose 
abortion and alcohol, and to place more emphasis on development policy. Other questions of day-
to-day politics largely sought political center. The youth organization served as a critical wing of the 
party, in particular by bringing to the agenda of the political debate the issues young people 
considered important.“

The youth organisation has alcohol mentioned once in their 2017 policy document.

The program document of the Young Christian Democrats includes following position:
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„Alcohol policy should encourage the development of a healthy alcohol culture, for example by 
normalizing the moderate use of alcohol rather than binge drinking and providing a deeper 
understanding of alcohol use.“

Snus Prohibition Act as bad as alcohol prohibition
At the organisations convention meeting on August 2019 alcohol was only dealt in connection to the
proposal to repeal the Snus Prohibition Act, which the organization considers to be a failure.
„The Snus Prohibition Act has the same effect as the Alcohol Prohibition Act in the early decades of 
our country's independence: the law does not work, but smuggling and use are rampant wild. The 
current situation mainly benefits the Swedish State, which collects tax revenue, as well as various 
smugglers, from individual citizens to criminal leagues.“

Young Christian Democrats responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (8), Heavy fines for drinking and 
driving (8), Frequent roadside-testing (9), Zero blood alcohol content driving limits (8), 
Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10).

Low support for following policy measures: Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (1),
Full ban on alcohol advertising (4), Prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial flights (2). 

The organisation didn´t have a position on the matter of restricting industry interference in policy 
making.

The organisation marked 8 (10  means stricter measures should be applied) to following measures in
Finland: Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV, Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in social media and internet, Sponsorship regulation, School-based education about the 
harms of alcohol, Social campaigns about alcohol harm. 
The organisation marked 10 to Legal age of purchase and consumption.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (9), Lower quality of 
life (9), Violence (8), Illness (9), Harm to others (9), Sexual harassement (8), Gender based violence 
(8), Traffic accidents (7).

On a long-term perspective (20 years) the organisation thinks that alcohol is not actively in the 
political agenda and public discussions.

The organisation wouldn´t  have supported the decision to bring stronger (4.7% > 5.5%) alcohol in 
grocery stores.

Conclusions: When in 1973, the Young Christian Democrats saw themselves as „a critical wing of the
party“, now they responded to our questionnaire that they are „Less strict, but we don’t have 
official position in many questions.“ 
The organisation rated with 7 answering to questions like how important are alcohol issues for 
achieving your organisation's main goals and how important are alcohol issues in implementing your
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organization's goals in public health policy. They also rated with high figures prioritizing evidence-
based alcohol policy measures and they saw a strong link between alcohol and various societal 
problems. BUT, their policy document speaks only about „normalizing the moderate use of alcohol.“
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The Left Alliance (Vasemmistoliitto)
Youth organisation: The Left Youth of Finland (Vasemmistonuoret)

Main positions of the The Left Alliance´s alcohol policy:
# The Left Alliance will counter to the weakening of the alcohol policy.
# The reform of the Alcohol Law and the elimination of the candy tax will fight health promotion and
disease prevention; they also directly increase deaths. The benefits of doing business take 
precedence over health and well-being.

The Left Youth (Vasemmistonuoret in Finnish, Vänsterunga in
Swedish) is a political youth organization in Finland. It is considered
the youth wing of the Left Alliance, but it is not officially affiliated
with the party - members of the Left Youth are not automatically
members of the Left Alliance.

The Political Programme 2015-2019: „The drug policy moves towards a model where the use of 
drugs is not defined as an illegal act and the addicts are offered medical treatment. Cannabis is also 
legalized and sold in state-owned stores. Alcohol policy is based on harm reduction.“

Alcohol is not mentioned in the Parliament election program for 2019. 

Organisation´s Convention Initiatives 2019 include a position that cannabis should be legalised but 
nothing about alcohol.

Alcohol did have a much stronger focus on the social and health policy document, adopted in 
November 2014. 
„The goal of left-wing youth is responsible alcohol policy and a significant reduction in smoking in 
society. Schools and other educators should develop education on substance abuse so that the 
effects of various substances (both drugs and alcohol) and the risks associated with their use are 
truthfully explained. Drug education has traditionally been rather moralizing and risk-centered, but 
intimidation or secrecy often does not lead to the desired outcome. The harms of substance abuse 
should not be inflated or downplayed. Instead of just emphasizing full stroke, we should also talk 
about moderate use.
The introduction or abandonment of new alcohol control measures should be evaluated in terms of 
the impact of the solution on alcohol-related harm. Solutions should always be based on research 
data.
The taxation of alcoholic beverages should be kept high, especially for spirits. The VAT on licensing 
should be reduced. This encourages people to consume alcohol under controlled conditions, such as
in restaurants rather than at home. The conditions for restaurants to control responsible drinking 
must be increased. Restaurant opening hours should not be limited from the current. Finland must 
actively pursue a coherent and responsible alcohol policy throughout Europe. Finland's high taxation
model must also be found elsewhere in Europe.
The sale of strong alcoholic beverages should continue to be maintained as a state monopoly, which 
is a typical solution in the Nordic countries and has proved its worth also in Finland. The dismantling
of the monopoly would increase alcohol consumption and thus the harm and costs of alcohol 
consumption. 
The age limits for alcohol sales should be respected. Strict controls on shops, kiosks and licensed 
shops selling alcohol should be applied. Staff training should be improved to prevent alcohol being 
sold to minors.“
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AND alcohol is again strongly in the draft political program for 2019-2023
In a general meeting following statements and proposals were made:
Initiative 13: Substance Abuse Policy Document 
The Left Youth of Southern Finland proposes that the Left Youth would draft a substance abuse 
policy document that gathers and expands the organisation's substance abuse policy positions and 
engages in active internal and social policy debate as part of the process and on the basis of the 
document. They based their proposal on the following arguments:
„Intoxicants are sometimes a difficult subject for left-wing politicians, but not only crucial but also 
very receptive to ideological exploration. Historical abstinence was not only a moral idea for moralist
conservatives, but for the labor movement, and the use of intoxicants has always been a class issue. 
On the other hand, even in moderate circles, the war on drugs has finally begun to be eradicated, 
and the fight for a more humane drug policy worldwide.
For example, in leftist circles, the decriminalization or even legalization of cannabis was easily 
supported, and at the same time there were reservations about the relaxation of the Sipilä 
government's alcohol law. There is plenty of room between left and right bans and heroin sold in 
convenience stores for a left-wing substance abuse policy that challenges both patronizing 
patronage and liberalism based solely on individual freedom.“
Decision of the Assembly: The Left Youth agrees with the initiative.
Initiative 42: Shifting the focus of alcohol taxation from home use to restaurants
„There is a well-documented history of domestic abuse, abuse and marginalization of alcohol. 
Taxation should guide the use of alcohol from home to restaurants. Alcohol taxation should be 
reduced for restaurant entrepreneurs, allowing restaurant prices to be lowered to a more central 
European level.
Motion for a resolution: The Left Youth supports the initiative.“

Students of Left Youth (Vasemmisto-opiskelijat ry)

Students of Left Youth doesn´t have anything mentioned about alcohol in their political program but
they responded to NordAN´s questionnaire. 

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 

Not an important issue
The organisation gave 3 (out of 10) while answering question „How important are alcohol issues for 
achieving your organisation's main goals“. And it gave 2 aswering questions „How important are 
alcohol issues in implementing your organization's goals in public health policy?“.

The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

When rating different alcohol policy measures, the organisation picked only two measures, giving 10 
points to public monopoly on sales of alcohol and to school-based education about the harms of 
alcohol.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (10), Lower quality of 
life (10), Loss of individual freedom (10), Violence (10), Illness (10), Cancer (10), Harm to others 
(10), Sexual harassement (10), Gender based violence (10), Traffic accidents (10), Corruption (7) and
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they have 3 for Erosion of democracy.

The organisation considers that the regulations regarding retail sale of alcoholic beverages should be 
stricter.

In 20 years the organisation believes that the public discussion on alcohol is is dominated by the 
perspective and interests of commercial actors, such as retail, brewing industry, etc., and is most 
commonly discussed from the perspective of employment, tax revenues, etc.

The organisation wouldn´t  have supported the decision to bring stronger (4.7% > 5.5%) alcohol in 
grocery stores.

Conclusions: Left Youth have clearly the strongest documented basis for alcohol policy. The 
organisation supports alcohol policy measures but still doesn´t so far have a concrete action plan on 
how to safeguard the existing policies or introduce new ones. 
The Students of Left Youth, an independent organisation, has a very low level of priority for alcohol 
issues. In principle they seem to understand the role that alcohol has in the society, when it comes 
to harms, but they don´t act on it.
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Swedish People's Party of Finland (Suomen ruotsalainen kansanpuolue)
Youth organisation: Swedish youth of Finland (RKP-nuoret)

Main positions of the The Swedish People´s Party´s alcohol policy:
# Prevention of substance abuse increases people's well-being and brings savings to municipalities. 
The earlier one is able to tackle alcohol use, the more likely he or she is to change his or her 
behavior, learn to control alcohol use, and avoid alcoholism.
# Vision for 2025: Preventive measures have been introduced to prevent abuse of alcohol, drugs, 
doping substances, tobacco and gaming, especially among young people.

Svensk Ungdom (English: Swedish Youth) is a political youth
organization (age between 14-30) in Finland. It is the youth wing
of the Swedish People's Party of Finland. The organisation claims
2,500 members.

Compared to their affiliated party Swedish Youth in Finland „are social liberals, the parent party also 
has an economic liberal and a value conservative wing.“

Swedish youth propose in their political program that „the retail permit for alcoholic beverages 
above 2.8 and a maximum of 22% by volume should be granted in the future by the regional 
administration.“

Changing alcohol culture
In March 2016 the organisation published the following post on its Facebook page: „Swedish Youth 
want to change Finnish alcohol culture and we believe that it is best done through freedom under 
responsibility, not through prohibition. It is clear that the current prohibition policy and strict 
regulation have not led to a healthier alcohol culture in Finland.
“Making alcohol difficult for consumers does not prevent abuse. You have to approach the very 
problem of our alcohol culture. Therefore, it is especially important that young people already in 
school learn what a healthy alcohol behavior looks like. Instead of merely demonizing alcohol, we 
need to be able to better discuss alcohol habits and problems.”

Reduced VAT for pubs
In June 2018 Swedish Youth Chairman Christoffer Ingo welcome the „report on the tourism industry 
that a working group has submitted to the Ministry of Labor and Industry. The report proposes a 
number of measures to strengthen the Finnish travel industry, including a shift in the summer 
holidays and a reduced VAT on alcohol at the pubs.
Ingo emphasize that a reduction in the value added tax on alcohol served at the outlets is likely to 
move private individuals' alcohol consumption in their homes to the restaurant environments, 
where consumption is controlled. Today, the restaurant serving accounts for only ten percent of 
total consumption.”

More keen on legalising snus
Ida Schauman, the chairman of Swedish Youth in 2017 participated in a YLE debate about snus 
where she stated following: „"Snus is not the best thing in the world, but it is not the worst either. It 
does not have the same effect on the environment as smoking. It has a fraction of the health effects
smoking, alcohol or overweight have. Today we have legislation that sets baby dads "It sells snuff on 
the same line as drug dealers. I have a hard time justifying such legislation and even harder to 
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understand the logic of it. That's why I want to legalize the snuff.“

Conclusions: It was rather difficult to find what is Swedish Youth´s actual positions on alcohol. They 
seem to focus mainly on shifting drinking from home setting to restaurants. Issues like snus appear 
to receive more attention even though in that same statement alcohol is referred to as a much 
bigger problem.
The organisation is interested in raising the alcohol level to 22% that could be sold from grocery 
stores. 
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Finns Party (Perussuomalaiset)
Finns Party Youth (Perussuomalaiset Nuoret)

Main positions of the Finns Party´s alcohol policy:
# The starting point for drug and substance abuse policies should be early intervention and risk 
identification that is sufficiently effective.

The Finns Party Youth (Finnish: Perussuomalaiset Nuoret) is the youth wing of
the Finns Party, a political party in Finland. The youth wing was officially
founded in 2006. The current chairperson is Asseri Kinnunen, and the secretary
general is Toni Saarinen.

Finns Party Youth declared in their Autumn Meeting Statements in 2015 that
„Finland's current patronizing alcohol policy is not up to date. That is why the organization is calling 
for the liberalization of Finnish alcohol policy and the removal of unnecessary standards. Alko's 
monopoly must be dismantled and all eager market players must be allowed to sell alcohol to adult 
Finns without restrictions on the time or strength of the alcoholic beverage. Young Finns also want 
to support the Finnish restaurant industry by removing restrictions on opening hours for restaurants 
and nightclubs. In addition, due to the high volume of alcohol imports, the Finnish business 
community must be supported by significantly lowering the high alcohol taxation.“

In their programme of principles they state that „Substance abuse policy must aim to reduce the 
harmful effects and in regards to alcohol the responsibility of the individual should also be 
emphazised. Addicted parents must also be referred for treatment in the best interests of the child. 
In cases of significant severity of drinking during pregnancy, a pregnant woman may be placed in 
compulsory treatment to safeguard the well-being of the fetus. We believe that prevention is the 
cheapest solution over the long term.“

The organisation has outlined 90 areas where they would change the ruling norms. Alcohol is on 
one of those. Alcohol policy chapter has 6 points:
„1. Alko´s monopoly position needs to be dismantled.

2. The opening hours for restaurants and nightclubs should be removed.
3. Restaurants and small breweries should have rights to sell their products without any strenth

limits.
4. Restaurant serving standards for serving, serving size, and serving times should be reduced.
5. Alcohol taxes should be reduced so that so that workplaces and taxes would stay in Finland 

and not in Estonia.
6. Alcohol sales should be allowed to grocery stores for adults, without any other limits.“

No alcohol served with public money
Direct member initiatives for consideration at the Autumn Meeting 2017:
„Finns Party Youth does not provide alcohol to its members at its own expense. This position of 
principle has proven to be a sustainable and workable solution.
Finns Party Youth calls for all events organized by the public sector, ie the state and the 
municipalities, to adopt the same practices for serving alcohol as they themselves do. It is against 
the citizen's sense of justice that alcoholic events are often offered to an elite group of participants 
at events sponsored by taxpayers. Serving alcohol with taxpayers money is unethical because 
alcohol is a luxury product that an individual should pay for themselves.
Alcohol serving could be organized at public costs at public events so that those who would like to 

26

https://www.ps-nuoret.fi/uutiset/saapuneet-suorat-jasenaloitteet-syyskokouksen-2017kasiteltavaksi/
https://www.ps-nuoret.fi/gw-storage/v3/container/7/node/17/original/PS-Nuorten_normienpurkuohjelma.pdf
https://www.ps-nuoret.fi/gw-storage/v3/container/7/node/16/original/Periaateohjelma2016.pdf
https://www.ps-nuoret.fi/uutiset/ps-nuorten-syyskokouksen-julkilausumat/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finns_Party_Youth
https://www.perussuomalaiset.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/PS_sosiaalipoliittinen-ohjelma_2019.pdf
https://www.ps-nuoret.fi/
https://www.perussuomalaiset.fi/


use alcohol would have the opportunity to buy it themselves at their own cost. The saving of scarce 
tax resources and the general sense of justice would speak in favor of this.“

Remnant of the Prohibition: Alko
As expressed by Toni Ahva, the chairman of PS-Youth in Helsinki and publicist for PS-Youth the Alko 
is seen as a remnant of the Prohibition. „If only alcoholic beverages containing up to 7% were 
imported into grocery stores, 300 new jobs would be created in Finland. Consumption of spirits 
would decrease. Grocery stores' net sales would increase by 2-5 per cent. Passenger imports would 
be halved. Tax revenues would increase by as much as EUR 100 million.“

Summary: Finns Party Youth have been active in fighting for the dismantling of Alko at least since 
2014. This is one of their major policy positions when it comes to alcohol policy. In general they are  
looking at themselves as change makers and alcohol policy is one thing that, in their view, needs to 
be changed. 
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SUMMARY
Finland has experienced the most significant alcohol policy changes among the Nordic countries in 
recent years. Alko, the state-owned alcohol retail monopoly, is clearly a target for possible future 
changes. 
Five out of eight political youth organisations want to dismantle, or at least introduce significant 
changes (that would in long-term mean dismantling), the Alko monopoly. One is unclear in their 
position, and only two organisations clearly support the monopoly system.
One of the most surprising things among the Finnish youth organisations was the near-consensus 
on "Shifting the focus of alcohol taxation from home use to restaurants." As this is not mentioned in 
any of the alcohol policy handbooks, it isn't straightforward to understand the origin of that interest.
While it might be understandable if the organisations focus on the economic benefits of the 
HORECA sector, but they also claim that this would help the public health situation. 
Overall, alcohol is rarely mentioned in their policy programs. As it is with other Nordic countries, 
those organisations that want to liberalise Finnish alcohol policy are more active in pursuing it than 
those who claim they support the current system.
Some organisations appear to ignore alcohol's health and societal problems altogether. They only 
focus on its economic value and on freedom of choice. In this, these organisations mostly differ 
from their affiliated political parties which all claim to work for reducing alcohol-related harm.
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SWEDEN
The Riksdag (Swedish: riksdagen or Sveriges riksdag) is the national legislature and the supreme 
decision-making body of Sweden. Since 1971, the Riksdag has been a unicameral legislature with 
349 members (riksdagsledamöter), elected proportionally and serving, from 1994 onwards, on fixed
four-year terms.

The most recent general election was held on 9
September 2018.

RIKSDAG

Coalition

Social Democrats (100). The Swedish Social Democratic
Party (Swedish: Sveriges socialdemokratiska
arbetareparti, SAP; literally Social Democratic Workers'
Party of Sweden), contesting elections as
Arbetarepartiet–Socialdemokraterna (The Workers Party
– The Social Democrats) and usually referred to just as
the Social Democrats (Socialdemokraterna), is the oldest and largest political party in Sweden. The 
current party leader since 2012 is Stefan Löfven, who has also been Prime Minister of Sweden since 
2014.
Green Party (16). The Green Party (Swedish: Miljöpartiet de gröna, literally "Environmental Party the
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Greens", commonly referred to in Swedish as "Miljöpartiet" or MP) is a political party in Sweden 
based on green politics. The party is represented nationally by two spokespeople, always one man 
and one woman. These roles are currently held by Per Bolund and Isabella Lövin.

Confidence and supply

Centre Party (31). The Centre Party (Swedish: Centerpartiet, abbreviated C) is a liberal and Nordic 
agrarian political party in Sweden. Traditionally part of the Nordic agrarian family, the party has 
increasingly shifted its focus towards free market economics, environmental protection, gender 
equality and decentralisation of governmental authority. Party Chairman - Annie Lööf.
Liberals (19). The Liberals (Swedish: Liberalerna, L) is a liberal political party in Sweden. It was a part 
of the Alliance centre-right coalition government led by Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt from 2006 
to 2014. The party is the seventh-largest party in the Swedish Riksdag. Leader - Nyamko Sabuni.
Left Party (27). The Left Party (Swedish: Vänsterpartiet, V) is a socialist political party in Sweden. On 
economic issues, the party opposes privatizations and advocates increased public expenditure. 
Leader - Jonas Sjöstedt.

Opposition 

Moderate Party (70). The Moderate Party (Swedish: Moderata samlingspartiet, M, literally 
"Moderate Coalition Party" or "Moderate Unity Party"; commonly referred to as Moderaterna: 
"Moderates") is a liberal-conservative political party in Sweden. The party generally supports tax 
cuts, the free market, civil liberties and economic liberalism. Chairman - Ulf Kristersson.
Sweden Democrats (62). Sweden Democrats or Swedish Democrats (Swedish: Sverigedemokraterna,
SD) is a national-conservative, populist, political party in Sweden founded in 1988. The party 
describes itself as social conservative with a nationalist foundation. The party has been 
characterized by others as right-wing populist, national-conservative, anti-immigration, or far-right. 
Jimmie Åkesson has been party leader since 2005.
Christian Democrats (22). The Christian Democrats (Swedish: Kristdemokraterna, KD) is a Christian-
democratic political party in Sweden. Leader - Ebba Busch Thor.

Government of Sweden
The second cabinet of Stefan Löfven is the
present Government of Sweden. It is a
coalition, consisting of two parties: the
Social Democrats and the Green Party. The
cabinet was installed on 21 January 2019,
following the 2018 general election.

With only 116 out of 349 seats (33%) in the
Riksdag (Swedish parliament), the "red-
green" coalition began as one of the
weakest minority governments in Swedish
history, and it relies on support from other
parties in the Riksdag.
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Swedish Social Democratic Party
Youth organisation: SSU - Social Democratic Youth League of Sweden

Main positions of the Social Democratic Party´s alcohol policy:
„Alcohol is a common cause of social exclusion, violence and ill health. Therefore, we need to 
reduce alcohol consumption and prevent alcohol abuse. We safeguard Swedish restrictive alcohol 
policy. This is how we create a stronger society and a safer Sweden.
The Social Democrats want:
# improve addiction treatment and strengthen psychiatry
# watch over Systembolaget's monopoly because it counteracts uncontrolled sales of alcohol.
# we say no to so-called farm sales because it is not compatible with EU rules to be able to have a 
retail monopoly for alcoholic beverages
# stricter regulations on online alcohol trading in order to protect Systembolaget's exclusive rights
sharpened efforts against the smuggling of alcohol.“

The Swedish Social Democratic Youth League (Swedish: Sveriges
Socialdemokratiska Ungdomsförbund, or SSU) is a branch of the
Swedish Social Democratic Party and the Swedish Trade Union
Confederation in Sweden. It has around 10,000 members.

SSU states in their policy document for 2019-2021: „SSU has a
vision of a drug-free society, and
with this in mind, as well as the different ages and backgrounds that exist and meet in SSU, all SSU's 
operations are alcohol- and drug-free.“

SSU Stockholm support cannabis legalisation
SSU Stockholm County voted in March 2019 for a proposal to legalize cannabis. "There are several 
reasons, but mainly it is about accessing the gang crime," says Patrik Khosravi, district ombudsman. 
The SSU district wants cannabis to be sold much like alcohol is sold today.
"If cannabis should become a public health problem, it is easier to deal with it if there is a state 
actor, much like Alcohol and Systembolaget," says Patrik Khosravi.

Farm sales a threat to the alcohol monopoly
Opposition to farm sales has nothing to do with moralizing. Basically, it is about safeguarding a 
policy that actually saves lives through an alcohol monopoly that has documented a positive effect 
on public health, wrote Malin Ore, District Chairman SSU Västerbotten in September 2017.
„For the Swedish Social Democratic Youth Association (SSU), it is more important to stand up for a 
policy that reduces alcohol problems and abuse than to make sure that some people can indulge in 
an expensive bottle of whiskey from a local distillery that can already be bought at Systembolaget.“

SSU has supported the White Christmas project for years
„From experience we know that many Christmas celebrations do not get so pleasant when there is a
lot of alcohol, there will be light noise and bad mood. It is regrettable when there are young people 
fleeing from home on Christmas Eve because of drunken adults, and then it is important that they 
have somewhere to take the road, such as club rooms or other safe adults.
Our Christmas wish is for all children to celebrate a Christmas with sober adults. Prioritize the 
children over the alcohol, set up for a white Christmas.“ Emil Nordfjell, Chairman of SSU 
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Örnsköldsvik together with IOGT-NTO in December 2017.

Responding to ideas to liberalise alcohol policy
In response to Young Moderaternas ideas to liberalise alcohol policy in Sweden, Hanna Engström 
wrote in SSU´s newspaper Tvärdrag in July 2017: „No thanks to unlimited alcohol access for young 
people. All the suggestions in the clip are downright harmful to both the individual and people in 
their surroundings and are most likely to lead to a greater amount of alcohol damage among the 
population. ... Lastly, using readily available alcohol as a lure to recruit young people into your 
political movement is shameful and should be noted.“

SSU chairman becomes a minister of health
In October 2014 a former chairman of SSU, 29-year-old Gabriel Wikström became the Minister of 
Public Health and Sports Minister. Wikström had previously participated in campaigns for the IOGT-
NTO which by some of the media was also heavily criticised. In the first interviews he stated that 
Systembolaget is an important tool for a responsible alcohol policy. He also said he wants to counter
the online trade in alcohol and overly intrusive alcohol advertising.

More regulation to tackle alcohol advertising on social media
At a debate panel of youth politicians in July 2017 on alcohol advertising and social media, Andrea 
Törnestam from SSU belonged to the group who „believe that legislation may be needed to reduce 
the number of alcohol messages reaching young people today.“ „Norms are governed by both 
market forces and people's attitudes. There we must start a movement and I think we can think in 
solidarity in social media as well. You do not need to include the wine glass in the picture,“ 
suggested SSU's Andrea Törnestam.

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, but they will 
try to apply in the future.

The organisation rated with 7 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?
And also with 10 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (10), Free 
treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (10), Recommendation not to use alcohol during 
pregnancy (10), Full ban on alcohol advertising (8), School-based education about the harms of 
alcohol (9), Social campaigns about alcohol harms (8).

Concerning policy measures the organisation didn´t respond to increasing excise taxes, restricting 
retail hours, increasing the legal age, expencive retail lisences, heavy fines for drinking and driving, 
frequent roads-side testing, zero blood alcohol content driving limits, health warnings on all alcohol 
packaging, labeling all alcohol packaging, restricting industry interference in policy making and 
prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial flights.
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The organisation is satisfied with the following policy measures in Sweden: Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in general media and TV, Marketing or advertising restrictions in social media and 
internet, Legal age of purchase and consumption, Retail hours, School-based education about the 
harms of alcohol.

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views similar to affiliated party organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Lower quality of life (10), Loss of 
individual freedom (10), Traffic accidents (8),
but didn´t rate any of the other suggested areas of life or problems.

Conclusions: SSU seem to follow the Social Democrats focus on firm Swedish alcohol policy. Their 
own policy document has a very brief statement on alcohol and doesn't articulate how to achieve 
that drug-free society. In addition, SSU's Stockholm expressed support for legalising cannabis, which
makes it difficult to understand how they envision that drug-free society. In their media presence, 
SSU is mainly protecting the existing alcohol policy measures, even though there hasn't been much 
in the past couple of years. The organisation has been tightly connected to alcohol policy and the 
temperance movement, which they are also criticised for. Their responses to the questionnaire 
show some sort of hesitation as they don't address some of the areas of the Swedish alcohol policy. 
At the same time, they rated with 10 answering how important are alcohol issues in implementing 
their organisation's goals in public health policy.
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Green Party - Miljöpartiet de Gröna
Youth organisation: Young Greens (Grön Ungdom)

Main positions of the Green Party´s alcohol policy: „Alcohol and other drugs incur huge costs for 
society and cause much suffering to those affected. Police work should therefore focus on 
counteracting the sale and pushing of drugs. An individual’s substance abuse is a health issue and 
should be met with treatment rather than punishment. People who suffer from addiction problems 
should be offered the best help and support possible, to break free from their addiction and to get 
as dignified a life as possible, by measures such as needle exchange programs and medication. Our 
final aim is a society free from narcotics.
We want to restrict the reach of advertising, especially among children and adolescents. Advertising
that is sexist, targets children under 12 years old, or promotes gambling or alcohol, should be 
banned. 
we want to invest in supporting children in families where violence, substance abuse or mental 
illness occur. A child’s legal rights must be strengthened in cases where there are suspicions of 
violence or sexual abuse. 
People with addiction or substance abuse problems are, just as everyone else in Sweden, entitled to
the best healthcare possible. There must be good access to treatment against addiction and 
substance abuse in the entire country. Policies on substance abuse should be based on the methods
that science has shown to be the most effective in alleviating the harmful effects of addiction and 
substance abuse – both for society and the individual. Preventive efforts should be encouraged.“

The Young Greens (Swedish: Grön Ungdom, GU) are the youth wing of
the Swedish Green Party, founded in 1986.
GU is a part of the Swedish Green party, and membership in GU
automatically includes membership in the Green Party for all members
not turning 26 that year.

In Young Greens policy program alcohol is not directly mentioned. 

Green Youth has routines for how they prevent sexual abuse and deal
with them if they happen. For example, they choose to have zero
tolerance for alcohol at our events. 

Alcohol serving at pubs should end at 3.00
In April 2012 Alma Tallborn from Green Youth wrote that local government in Gothernburg should 
keep bars „open until 05 but stop alcohol serving at 03. At the same time increase the supply of 
alcohol-free nightclubs for young people.“ 

Green Youth are influencing their party
In June 2018 the Green Party adopted a plan for harm reduction. “Addicts are one of society's most 
vulnerable groups and drug-related mortality in Sweden is high. We want to save lives by pursuing 
an injury-reducing drug policy and, among other things, conducting experiments with injection 
rooms.“ The proposal came from Green Youth and one of those who ran the issue at the congress 
was Julius Eberhard. Julius Eberhard believes that a unilateral focus on the zero vision in Swedish 
drug policy is one of the main reasons for the high drug mortality rate in Sweden.
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Supporting an advertising ban
In July 2017, at the Almedalen debate organised by UNF, David Ling from the Green Youth 
responded to a question „Can increased restrictions threaten freedom of expression?“. David Ling 
didn´t argue that everyone should have the right to make good and bad choices. "But the ban on 
alcohol advertising is nothing new and it has not threatened democracy before," he pointed out.

Goal of the drug policy
In November 2018, the welfare spokesperson of the Young Greens, Lucas Henriksson wrote that 
„Green Youth believes that the prevailing Swedish line - to punish and deny sick people the care 
they are entitled to - is incredibly inhumane. We realize that drugs, like alcohol, violence and other 
harmful phenomena, are an inevitable part of society. The overarching goal of drug policy should 
therefore be to minimize the damage caused by the drug, rather than continue to chase a naive 
fantasy of a drug-free society.“

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, but they will 
try to apply in the future.

The organisation rated with 2 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?
And also with 5 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (7), Public monopoly on sales of 
alcohol (8), Frequent roadside-testing (7), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (7), Health
warnings on all alcohol packaging (8), Labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient 
list (10), School-based education about the harms of alcohol (8), Social campaigns about alcohol 
harms (7), Restricting industry interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (10). 

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Sweden in following 
areas: Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV (6), Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in social media and internet (8), Levels of excise taxes for alcohol (6).

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views similar to affiliated party organization.

Conclusions: Green Youth doesn´t focus on alcohol in their policy program, but they have addressed 
various policy areas, from serving hours to advertising ban. They appear to be rather influential as 
the Green Party´s support for harm reduction measures is presumably coming from the youth 
organisation. They rate the importance of alcohol issue only with 2 out of 10, but they do support 
the main alcohol policy measures in Sweden. It isn´t a priority for them but as they are sharing the 
government responsibility with Social Democrats, it would be not very easy to work against it either.
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Liberals (Liberalerna)
Youth organisation: Liberal Youth (Liberala ungdomsförbundet)

Main positions of the Liberal Party´s alcohol policy: „Anyone who is stuck in alcohol abuse is not 
free. We want to protect young people from early contact with alcohol and work to minimize 
alcohol damage, which has a high price both for the individual and for society.
# We want to retain Systembolaget's monopoly
# Alcohol tax is an important tool for keeping alcohol damage down, so we want to keep it
# Abuse problems can be detected early through preventative work
# Those with risk use should receive help from the healthcare system early.
There are more and more local and small scale producers of beer and wine, for example. The 
Liberals think it should be permissible for them to sell their own products where they are 
manufactured, so-called farm sales, on condition that it is possible to find a model that does not 
threaten Systembolaget's role.“

The Liberal Youth of Sweden (Swedish: Liberala ungdomsförbundet, LUF) is
the youth wing of the Swedish Liberal People's Party. The Liberal Youth of
Sweden has a long tradition of international cooperation and is a full
member of the International Federation of Liberal Youth (IFLRY) and the
European Liberal Youth (LYMEC).

Liberal Youth state in their policy document:
„Sweden's municipalities will not have the right to intervene for how long
the pubs are allowed to serve alcohol, it should regulated in the free market.
The rules for serving alcohol at major events should be changed that way that the entire event area 
can get serving licenses.
The state alcohol monopoly should be abolished. It should stand every one free to sell alcohol to 
consumers.
All EU countries should harmonize their age limits for alcohol down.
Age limit for alcoholic drinks with middle strenght should 16.“

It is time to scrap Systembolaget
In April 2018 Matti Welin, Chairman of LUF Kronoberg and Lucas Olsson, the Vice Chairman of LUF 
Kronoberg wrote that „Systembolaget is an outdated system.“ „From an economic point of view, the 
Systembolaget is something that hinders enterprise and restricts freedom. Monopoly is never good 
for market and raises prices on the roof, and just because it is more expensive does not make 
people drink less. The same can be said about the age limit of 20 to buy alcohol. You can drive a car, 
get married, live yourself and take care of a child when you are 18, but you cannot buy a beer 
outside the bar. To think that a monopoly and an age limit of 20 prevents young people from 
drinking is naive.“

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, but they will 
try to apply in the future.
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The organisation rated with 6 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?
And also with 1 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

The organisation has low support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (1), Restricting
retail hours (1), Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (1), Public or private monopoly
on sales of alcohol (1), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (2), Health warnings on all 
alcohol packaging (1), Labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient list (1), Full ban 
on alcohol advertising (1), Social campaigns about alcohol harms (1), Restricting industry 
interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (1), Prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial 
flights (1).

High support for: Expensive retail licences (8), Heavy fines for drinking and driving (8), Frequent 
roadside-testing (8), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (8), School-based 
education about the harms of alcohol (9).

The organisation wants that more lenient measures should be applied in Sweden in following areas: 
Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV (1), Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in social media and internet (1), Sponsorship regulation (1), Levels of excise taxes for 
alcohol (1), Legal age of purchase and consumption (1), Retail hours (1), Social campaigns about 
alcohol harm (1).

The only area where the organisation wants to see more done was school-based education about 
the harms of alcohol (6). 

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views very different compared to affiliated party 
organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (8), Violence (8), 
Illness (8), Sexual harassement (8), Gender based violence (8), Traffic accidents (8).

The organisation believes that alcohol´s contribution is weak to Lower quality of life (1), Loss of 
individual freedom (1), Corruption (1), Erosion of democracy (1).

Conclusions: As Liberal Youth state themselves, their views on alcohol are very different compared 
to the Liberals Party. While the Liberal party thinks that Systembolaget should continue, the Liberal 
Youth wants to abolish it. They appear to purposefully oppose all of the evidence-based alcohol 
policies. At the same time they do aknowledge that alcohol causes different harms in society but the
only interventions they want to see are focusing on personal responsibility. When asked how 
important are alcohol issues for achieving their organisation's main goals, they rated it with 6 which 
seems to indicate that liberalising alcohol policies is rather important for them.
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Moderate Party (Moderaterna)
Youth organisation: Moderate Youth League (Moderata ungdomsförbundet, 
MUF)

Main positions of the Moderate Party´s alcohol policy:
„Our alcohol policy is based on a combination of people's own responsibility and the necessary 
efforts of society to counteract harmful consumption. Society should provide early information with 
young people on the dangers and risks of alcohol. It is also central to implement support measures 
for those who show tendencies to abuse. Alcohol and drug abuse at a young age, school dropouts 
and various types of crime can quickly destroy young people's lives and opportunities. 
The link between alcohol consumption and crime, not least abuse in and outside the home, needs 
more attention.“

The Moderate Youth League (Swedish: Moderata
ungdomsförbundet, MUF), officially known in English as the
Swedish Young Conservatives, is the youth wing of the Swedish
Moderate Party. It had 13 500 members by the beginning of
2019. Of the political youth organizations that received
financial support from the Swedish National Board for Youth
Affairs in 2009, it had the highest  of members.

MUF doesn´t have anything on alcohol policy on their policy documents. 

Asking for Systembolaget to open on Sundays
As it was reported in September 2019 The Moderate Party leadership wanted to introduce the 
Sunday opening at Systembolaget. This was their new position, ahead of the October party meeting.
The Moderates Youth League was pushing to abolish Systembolaget's monopoly altogether, so that 
alcohol may be sold in regular grocery stores. But that proposal haven´t been supported by the 
parent party. So far. 
The youth union looked to win a partial victory: the party board says yes to the requirement that 
Systembolaget should be open on Sundays. 

MUF push the Moderate Party to stand against Systembolaget
In October 2019 the Moderate Party leadership supported the demand for beer and wine to be sold
in grocery stores. „Now the Moderates clearly put their foot down, we go further than any other 
parliamentary party,“ said MUF's chairman Benjamin Dousa back then. The position is for grocery 
stores to have the right to sell products with a maximum of 20 percent alcohol, in particular beer 
and wine, in the grocery trade. The proposal came from the county association in Jämtland and was 
heavily driven by the Moderate Youth League. 
„For young voters and MUF, this is an extremely important issue. This is basically a matter of 
freedom, that you could buy beer and wine in regular stores. Reports have also shown that this type
of deregulation does not lead to an increase in consumption and, above all, abuse. The Moderates 
are basically a party that believes in people's responsibility and freedom. We succeeded in 
convincing the agents about it,“ said Dousa.

Conclusions: MUF case shows what a political youth organisation can do, when they pushed the The 
Moderate Party to support allowing alcohol up to 20% to the grocery stores. The Moderate Party is 
currently the second largest party in Sweden. The leader of the opposition. MUF on the other hand 
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is the largest political youth organisation in Sweden. With MUF, there is a strong opposition to 
current alcohol policy in Sweden.
It is odd that they do not state these alcohol policy goals in their political program. Even though, this
matter appears to be rather fundamental for them.
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The Centre Party (Centerpartiet)
Youth organisation: Centre Party Youth (Centerpartiets ungdomsförbund, CUF)

The Center Party´s alcohol policy:
„A large international study has shown that abolishing the alcohol monopoly risks increasing the 
number of alcohol-related deaths due to illness, accidents and suicide. Therefore, we believe that 
Systembolaget's monopoly should remain. 
In order to avoid people getting into alcohol abuse, a well-functioning preventative work is needed.
For those who are stuck in an alcohol addiction, there must also be good treatment available.
We want to maintain Systembolaget's sales monopoly. Then it will be easier to keep the supply 
down and harder for minors to buy alcohol. But a sales monopoly places high demands on 
availability and quality. Many people in rural areas today have far to the nearest system companies 
or agents. We therefore think that the municipalities should have an increased influence over where
there should be system companies. We also think that it will be easier for land traders to become a 
system company representative, by enabling them to keep their own stock with Systembolaget's 
prices as the lowest price.
Another way to increase both accessibility that stimulates entrepreneurship in rural areas is to allow
farm sales. In recent years, there has been a strong growth of local micro-producers. The Center 
Party has long been pushing the question that the professional who makes alcoholic beverages, by 
permission, should be able to sell alcohol in limited quantities.“

The Centre Party Youth (Swedish: Centerpartiets
ungdomsförbund, CUF) is the youth organization of the
Centre Party in Sweden and is a liberal, green and market
liberal organization.

CUF´s main positions on alcohol and alcohol policy:
„Alcohol policy should combine the freedom to buy alcohol at odd times with good and prompt 
support for addiction. There is an obvious point in controlling and regulating the trade in alcohol. 
The conflicts of interest arising from the state indirectly selling and regulating alcohol is unfortunate.
The alcohol monopoly should therefore be scrapped and replaced by a sales license system. 
Production of alcoholic beverages for own use shall be permitted.
Alcohol tax levels differ greatly between EU countries. This creates incentives for large purchases 
from abroad. Sweden should, in the short term, reduce the tax to the same levels like our 
neighboring countries.
CUF is of the opinion that today's legislation on alcohol advertising is unreasonable and sees no 
reason why alcohol advertising should only be directed at people over the age of 25. We believe 
that if you are old enough to use alcohol you are also old enough to take part in alcohol advertising. 
CUF therefore believes that alcohol advertising should be targeted and depict young people over 18 
years.
CUF believes that the rules for the promotion of alcohol should be liberalized and therefore works to
reform the alcohol law so that advertising of alcohol in written media, radio and television is allowed.
Bars and pubs should be allowed to decide when they want to close, as long as they otherwise meet 
the requirements for granting licenses.“

CUF is working to push it through
In September 2019, prior to the Center Party's meeting, demand that Systembolaget's alcohol 
monopoly should be abolished increases. Both CUF and Center students support it. „The state 
monopoly is harmful to people's freedom," says CUF's chairman Ida Alterå. 
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The party board had rejected the motion "that the Center Party shall work for the abolition of the 
alcohol monopoly in favor of a license-based system", but young people in the party are now 
challenging the leadership.
At the previous C-meeting the issue of the alcohol monopoly was also debated and the vote was 
even. 
The same happened this time when after a hot debate, the Center Party decided not to support a 
proposal to abolish Systembolaget.

CUF have asked for the age limit to be lowered
In November 2012, according to Stina Wernersson and Algot Thorin, district chairman in Halland 
and vice-chairman, respectively, for the Center Party's Youth association age to buy alcohol at 
Systembolaget should be lowered from 20 to 18 years.

Vote in 2015
In September 2015, Frans Sporsén, Chairman of CUF Gothenburg and Stina Wernersson, Second 
Vice President of CUF wrote: „The Center Party meeting in Falun has recently been closed. The 
availability of Systembolaget was an issue that was frequently debated. Longer opening hours, 
middle beers in grocery stores and the opportunity for other licensed businesses than the state 
monopoly were on the agenda. With the vote numbers 235 against 216, the Center Party kept its 
support for Systembolaget. However, more and more people are starting to question what it is they 
are actually defending.

CUF wants to legalise cannabis, the same way as alcohol is regulated?
From May 2013 General Assembly in Helsingborg CUF supports the idea to legalise cannabis. "With 
a controlled sale, we can help more people and remove an important source of income for 
organized crime," Federal Chairman Hanna Wagenius said in a comment.
The proposal is to allow a regulated and taxed cannabis trade in the same way that is now done with
alcohol. 

Conclusions: CUF has one of the most substantial positions on alcohol policy among the political 
youth organisations in Nordic countries. Their goal is and has been for a long time, to demolish the 
traditional Nordic alcohol policy in Sweden. Their positions differ from the Center Party quite a lot, 
even though the mother party supports several initiatives that would weaken alcohol policy, 
including the monopoly system. 
CUF appears to work very diligently to achieve that goal and has a strong motivation from MUF, 
which did manage to persuade their mother party to stand down from supporting Systembolaget. 
CUF´s has also supported legalising cannabis, and their position has been that it should be 
controlled as alcohol is. But if the monopoly system would be abolished, advertising would be 
allowed etc., how would that cannabis regulation look like?
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Sweden Democrats (Sverigedemokraterna, SD)
Youth organisation: Young Swedes SDU

Sweden Democrats main positions on alcohol policy:
„It is important to combat abuse. A restrictive Swedish alcohol policy is important to support. It is important 
to ensure a well-organized work to counter alcohol abuse and addiction. Stricter penalties for illegal sales, 
smuggling and theft, as well as more resources for regulators and customs.
Systembolaget and the Swedish alcohol monopoly are mainly good, but we also want to open up for farm 
sales to a limited extent.
It is important to ensure a well-organized work to combat all forms of abuse and addiction. Priority must be 
given to preventive measures against excessive alcohol consumption, tobacco and other drugs. The abuse of 
alcohol, drugs and doping drugs entails high costs to society and requires extensive measures at several 
levels.
A restrictive Swedish alcohol policy is important to support. It is important to ensure a well-organized work to
counter alcohol abuse and addiction. Health centers should offer alcohol counseling. There should also be 
zero tolerance for alcohol in certain areas relating to work, children and adolescents. It is therefore important
that there are clear guidelines in the workplace.
Systembolaget plays a role for public health as it has a social responsibility by controlling sales because the 
age controls carried out by Systembolaget are important for curbing alcohol consumption among young 
people. At the same time, local wineries, breweries and distilleries have become increasingly common in 
Sweden. A new craft tradition is establishing itself in the country since the abolition of the monopoly for the 
production of alcoholic beverages. In addition to creating jobs and growth in rural areas, it also contributes to
increased tourism. In order for these businesses to grow even more and to promote rural tourism, 
entrepreneurship and jobs, it is necessary that even in Sweden farm sales of locally produced alcoholic 
beverages be allowed.“

Young Swedes SDU, alternatively Sweden Democratic Youth, have been the youth section
within the Sweden Democrats since 1 October 2015. The new youth section was founded
after the mother party broke ties with their original youth organization after the
organisation was accused of racism and ties with extremist groups.

SDU doesn´t mention alcohol in their policy plan.

SDU wants Systembolaget to change
In November 2017, ahead of the Swedish Democrats' national days SDU chose to submit several 
motions to try to influence the party's policy in a direction that they believed had widened support 
among young people. SDU supports that the Sweden Democrats are supporting the farms sales 
initiative but now they „want the party to go further.“ „The biggest practical problem that many 
people encounter for the current Systembolaget are their problematic opening hours,“ writes SDU 
spokesperson Tobias Andresson. „A further improvement for us thirsty consumers would also be 
offering chilled drinks in their range. Arguments such as that chilled beverages would mean an 
exponentially increased consumption also appear somewhat strange.“ 

A special note: UNF (Ungdomens Nykterhetsförbund), the youth sobriety movement has stated in 
their UNF Principles following point (revision in March 2019) „The UNF responds when needed but 
does not cooperate with or give the Swedish Democrats, the Swedish Democratic Youth or the Young 
Swedes SDU opportunities to express their views.“ And the reason is that they are „considered to go 
against the UNF's foundations as they work for an undemocratic and -solidarity society.“

Conclusions: SDU doesn´t have an active focus on alcohol (missing from their policy document), but 
they support Sweden Democrat´s in allowing farm sales and ask the party to go even further.
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The Left Party (Vänsterpartiet)
Youth organisation: Young Left (Ung Vänster)

The Left Party´s main positions on alcohol and alcohol policy:
An expanded general welfare and an economic policy of equality are among the most important to 
counteract abuse and dependence on both alcohol and drugs. Alcohol consumption must decrease 
as it leads to ill health and social problems. We want a restrictive alcohol policy. The supply must be 
checked with alcohol taxes, sales monopoly (Systembolaget), reduced import quotas from other EU 
countries and prohibition on alcohol advertising.

Young Left (Swedish: Ung Vänster) is a
socialist, Marxist, and feminist youth
organisation. It is the official youth wing
of the Swedish Left Party. The organisation calls themselves a "revolutionary youth organisation 
with roots in the communist part of the labour movement, anchored in the women's movement and 
influenced by the environmental- and peace movement."

Alcohol is not included in the Young Left´s policy programme, but they have an Alcohol and drug 
policy document, adopted in 2016. Main principles from that document:
„Young Left advocates a restrictive alcohol policy aimed at limiting the role of alcohol in society.
The costs of alcohol use and abuse are enormous. At the same time, it is clear that one restrictive 
alcohol policy can reduce the extent of the problems that alcohol causes, and contribute to a better 
health and a better life for the vast majority. A restrictive alcohol policy must also continue at all 
times hand in hand with preventative work to have an effect.
The alcohol monopoly has strong support from the people, and it is obvious for the Young Left to 
defend it. The proposals to allow so-called farm sales sounds innocent, but in practice would give 
any alcohol-producing company the right to sell alcohol in their own stores in Sweden, and because 
of EU law threaten the monopoly in its entirety. Young Left stands for a strong public monopoly on 
alcohol sales, and is opposed to farm sales, net imports and all other political proposals that pose a 
threat to monopoly. 
Young Left is basically positive about any measure to strengthen the monopoly, such as tougher 
regulation of sales of craft beer and restriction of Systembolaget's hours. In the long term, we also 
want the production of alcohol to be free from private financial interests, where a first step is to re-
state Vin & Sprit.
Young Left requires a higher alcohol tax to reduce alcohol consumption.
Another important part of a restrictive alcohol policy is a total ban on alcohol advertising. 
Companies also circumvent the restrictions that exist through for example, broadcasting TV 
commercials from abroad or by advertising products that could be mistaken for alcoholic. 
Young Left wants Sweden to demand an exception to EU legislation and that Sweden presses for 
each member country to decide on alcohol advertising and import issues themselves.“

Alcohol policy as one of the reasons to leave EU
One of the 65 reasons why Young Left thinks Sweden should leave the EU is „Because the EU makes 
it harder to have a restrictive alcohol policy.“ „Systembolaget, which is the Swedish monopoly on the
sale of alcohol, is today threatened by measures such as farm sales. Farm sales are presented as 
something that is mainly for the small breweries that exist in Sweden and the individual vineyard. In 
fact, this is something that is being pushed from an industrial point of view to loosen up the Swedish
monopoly. Within the EU, it would have been illegal to open up farm sales in Sweden alone, but it 
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would have to happen throughout Europe in such cases, which would end the monopoly. Young Left
wants a restrictive alcohol policy because we know it saves lives and then we have to stand up for 
Systembolaget.
The EU is also behind other restrictions in Swedish alcohol policy, such as the cessation of the 
advertising ban and higher quotas for own alcohol imports depends on EU decisions that the 
Swedish Parliament has not had anything to say about.
In addition, the EU subsidizes wine production through the common agricultural policy. It is 
unreasonable to use tax money to finance commercial alcohol production.“

Conclusions: One of the strongest positions for the restrictive alcohol policy. The organisations 
doesn´t simply support the current measures, they ask for more, reestablishment of the production 
monopoly system, for instance. 
They have an understanding that EU regulations forbid a member country to introducde total ban 
on alcohol advertising and they believe that because the EU makes it harder to have a restrictive 
alcohol policy, that is one of the reasons why Sweden should leave the EU. 
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Christian Democrats (Kristdemokraterna)
Youth organisation: Young Christian Democrats (Kristdemokratiska 
ungdomsförbundet)

The Christian Democrats´s main positions on alcohol and alcohol policy:
„The vast majority of violent crimes occur under the influence of alcohol and other drugs. 
Interventions should be done to counter young people's alcohol consumption and drug-free 
environments should be promoted.
Through general and specific measures such as information, an active pricing policy, sales monopoly
and restrictive legislation create conditions for reducing the adverse effects.
The goal of drug policy should be a drug-free society.
Driving with alcohol or other drugs in the body should be prohibited on land, on water and in the 
air.“

The Young Christian Democrats (Swedish: Kristdemokratiska
ungdomsförbundet, KDU) is the youth organization of the Christian
Democrats in Sweden. KDU was founded at a conference in Sundsvall
1966. Initially the name of the organization was Christian Democratic
Youth (Kristen Demokratisk Ungdom) but were later changed.

KDU doesn´t appear to have any specific policy on alcohol policy. 

KDU did adopt a Tax Minefesto (May 2018) which states following principles:
„Unlike work, the harmful effects of alcohol are a cost to society, both purely material, but also through 
the human suffering that in some ways is linked to alcohol use. Alcohol-related injuries and illnesses lead
to increased costs for care. Crime related to alcohol impact leads to increased costs for police and the 
judiciary. Thousands of children suffer poorly every day due to harmful alcohol consumption by their 
parents. It is therefore reasonable that this cost is somehow compensated.
KDU wants that alcohol and tobacco are taxed with special excise taxes.“

Alcohol - never a mitigating circumstance
In April 2013 Emil Svensson, a member of the KDU Federal Board wrote that „in 2011, the National Road
and Transport Research Institute produced a report showing that the courts tend to judge milder 
penalties for the perpetrators who were´nt sober at the time of the traffic violation. This must stop.“

Supporting Systembolaget and existing age limits
In March 2019 wrote Simon Berneblad, the district chairman of KDU Västmanland: „KDU is proud of 
Systembolaget and the work they do, they have an excellent balance between accessibility and 
limitation. Systembolaget therefore plays an important role in keeping consumption down and 
preventing abuse - especially among young people. If you open up for a lower age limit at 
Systembolaget, you not only lose control over consumption, but also the possibility of minimizing the 
risk of minors getting alcohol. For KDU, it is very simple - the Systembolaget is crucial to keeping 
consumption at the same level as today, through an age limit that is followed and with a limited 
availability. Similarly, the penalties for smuggling must be more severe but also clearer.“

Conclusions: If the absence of alcohol in the official organisation's political program would show that 
alcohol policy doesn't belong among the of the organisation's main priorities, KDU does support the 
existing Swedish alcohol policy. They are speaking for the Systembolaget and its age limits; they support 
alcohol taxes, although preferred tax levels are not precise; they stress the importance to see alcohol 
consumption as an essential driver behind drunk driving offences. 
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SUMMARY
We had a reasonable question before the start of the project: do the political youth organisations 
even matter. Do they have any political influence? With Swedish organisations, the answer is clearly 
- yes, they do. During our project, one youth organisation managed to push their mother party to 
change their position. The Moderate Youth League played a crucial role in Moderate Party´s 2019 
decision to allow products with a maximum of 20 per cent alcohol into grocery stores. Another 
example is from The Swedish Social Democratic Youth League, which former chairman Gabriel 
Wikström became the Minister of Public Health and Sports Minister in 2014. A strong supporter of 
alcohol control during SSU days continued that work as a minister. 
Some of the organisations appear to have somewhat conflicting positions as they from one hand 
support drug-free society but at the same time support legalising cannabis (SSU). 
Several organisations don´t mention or do it very briefly, alcohol in their policy documents. As it is 
seen in other countries as well, those organisations which support liberalising Swedish alcohol 
policies, appear more active and they have much more precise goals when it comes to alcohol.
Swedish political youth organisations stand out with having different views compared to the political
parties they are affiliated to. A number of organisations form a strong group that clearly oppose the 
current alcohol policy in Sweden. They deny the links that alcohol creates with different societal 
problems and address the issue only from the economic point of view.
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NORWAY
Eight political parties were represented in the Norwegian parliament prior to the election, all of 
whom went on to contest the 2017 election.

The Labour Party (Ap) is with its 55 seats in parliament the largest party of the 2013-2017 
parliament. Labour describes itself as a social-democratic party of the centre-left. The party is led by
former minister of foreign affairs Jonas Gahr Støre, who has served as party leader and leader of the
opposition since June 2014.
The Conservative Party (H) is the largest party of the incumbent government. Currently, the 
Conservatives hold 48 seats, after having garnered close to 27 percent of the vote in the previous 
election. The Conservatives' party leader is Prime Minister Erna Solberg. The Conservative Party is 
considered to be a moderate centre-right party in the Norwegian political spectrum, and it officially 
subscribes to the liberal conservative ideology.
The Progress Party (FrP) is led by Siv Jensen and currently serves as the junior partner in the Solberg 
cabinet. The party identifies as classical liberal and conservative-liberal. Political scientists broadly 
consider it a right-wing populist party, a label the party denies.
The Christian Democratic Party (KrF) is a centre to centre-right party, based on Christian democratic 
values. The party is led by Kjell Ingolf Ropstad, and participated in the 2013 election as a proponent 
of the centre-right coalition led by the Conservatives.
The Centre Party (Sp) is the fifth largest party in the Norwegian legislature, with 10 seats. Between 
2005 and 2013 the party served as a junior partner in the Red-Green government. The party is led 
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by Trygve Slagsvold Vedum. The party is centrist and primarily agrarian, with some conservative and 
some liberal factions.
The Liberal Party (V) currently holds 9 seats in the Norwegian parliament. It claims to be the sole 
social-liberal party in the country, and positions itself in the centre of Norwegian politics. The 
Liberals have a close relationship with the Christian Democrats.
The Socialist Left Party (SV) is the second smallest party in parliament, and campaigned for a third 
term as a part of the Red-Green coalition government in 2013. The party sees itself as democratic 
socialist and environmentalist. Since 2012, Audun Lysbakken has chaired the party.
The Green Party (MDG) made its debut in the Norwegian parliament in the 2013 election, gaining a 
single seat from the Oslo district. The Greens have no official party leader, but rather two national 
spokespersons. Currently, these spokespersons are Une Aina Bastholm and Rasmus Hansson. The 
party distances itself from the left-right axis, and identifies as an environmentalist party.
Additionally, the far-left Red Party led by Bjørnar Moxnes secured its first seat via a direct mandate 
in Oslo district. It had failed to secure representation in previous elections. The party is officially 
Communist in orientation and is a successor to the Red Electoral Alliance, which had previously won
a seat in the 1993 election.

2017 Norwegian parliamentary election results

Labour Party (Ap) seats 49
Conservative Party (H) seats 45
Progress Party (FrP) seats 27
Centre Party (Sp) seats 19
Socialist Left Party (SV) seats 11
Liberal Party (V) seats 8
Christian Democratic Party (KrF) seats 8
Green Party (MDG) seats 1
Red Party (R) seats 1

The Government
Erna Solberg's Government was appointed by King Harald V on 16 October 2013. The new 
government represents the Conservative Party (C) and the Progress Party (PrP). 17 January 2018 the
government was extended with the Liberal Party (L), and 22 January 2019 the government was 
extended again with the Christian Democratic Party (CDP).
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The Labour Party
Youth organisation: Arbeidernes Ungdomsfylking (Workers Youth League - AUF)

Main positions of the The Labour Party´s alcohol policy:
# Adhere to a restrictive alcohol policy. We do not want to liberalize the national framework for how
long you can sell alcohol.
# Maintaining Vinmonopoly's important social role.
#The Labor Party wants a responsible alcohol policy in which we protect the role of Vinmonopoly 
and build on the most effective means of prevention, such as price,
availability and advertising bans.

The Workers' Youth League (Bokmål: Arbeidernes ungdomsfylking,
Nynorsk: Arbeidarane siungdomsfylking, or AUF) is Norway's largest
political youth organization and is affiliated with the Norwegian
Labour Party.

AUF´s positions, statements and opinions:
Alcohol is mentioned only under the Public Health chapter once:
Maintain a high level of taxation on alcohol and tobacco

The Workers' Youth League has banned alcohol at its events for well over ten years now. Source: 
STOFF

Idea of Health Morality
In April 2015, ANDREAS THARLDSEN, member of the Workers' Youth League wrote an opinion piece 
in vg.no (as a response to Jonas Gahr Støre´s (leader of the Labour Party) rebuking of the Norwegian
drinking culture:
„Although getting drunk on weekends is in many ways bad for your health, so is partying, potato 
chips and soft drinks. Yet politicians must let people choose their own way of life - something else is 
health morality. Higher alcohol taxes and less availability does not solve the root of the alcohol 
problem. Perhaps exclusion and high expectations are greater threats to public health than cheap 
beer.“

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated alcohol policy as insignificant. They gave 1 out of 10 answering to How 
important are alcohol issues for achieving your organisation's main goals and How important are 
alcohol issues in implementing your organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (10), 
Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Health warnings on all alcohol 
packaging (10), Full ban on alcohol advertising (10), School-based education about the harms of 
alcohol (8), Social campaigns about alcohol harms (8), Restricting industry interference in policy 
making, eg. Lobbying (8).
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Low support for following policy measures: Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (1),
Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Zero blood alcohol content driving limits (2).

Answering organisation's official position regarding specific alcohol policy measures they marked 5 
("satisfied with current measures") to all of the measures.

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views similar to affiliated party organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (7), Lower quality of 
life (7), Violence (7), Illness (7), Cancer (7), Harm to others (7), Sexual harassement (8), Gender 
based violence (8), Traffic accidents (8).

Conclusions: AUF stated that alcohol policy is insignificant in achieving their goals, even though the 
Labour Party presents themselves as the keepers of the current alcohol policy. AUF acknowledges 
that alcohol causes various problems in society, and they do support main evidence-based alcohol 
policy measures. They also fully support current alcohol policies. It does appear that some of their 
members consider stronger alcohol policies as „health morality“ and opposed to their party leader 
when he suggested that alcohol policy and culture at large should be improved.

52



Christian Democratic Party (KrF)
Youth organisation: Young Christian Democrats (Kristelig Folkepartis Ungdom)

Main positions of the The Christian Democratic Party´s alcohol policy:
We know that price and availability are the most important means of regulating alcohol 
consumption. Therefore, we will have high alcohol taxes and we will protect the Vinmonopolet. In 
recent years, we have seen an increase in duty-free sales that are in the process of challenging 
Vinmonopoly's position. Therefore, KrF believes that Vinmonopolet should take over the operation 
of duty-free sales at Norwegian airports.

The Young Christian Democrats (Norway) (Norwegian: Kristelig
Folkepartis Ungdom, KrFU) is the youth league of the Christian
Democratic Party (Norwegian: Kristelig Folkeparti) in Norway, and was
founded in 1933. The current leader of KrFU is Martine Tønnesen. The
organisation currently has approximately 2,000 members.

KrFU´s political program states:
„KrFU believes it is important that the wine monopoly continues and controls over the sale of 
beverages with higher alcohol content.
KrFU will work to ensure that opening hours are not extended, so that we get safer cities and less 
violence. It is important that young people receive information about the harmful effects of alcohol 
and that they work against pressure to drink in schools and campuses.“
KrFU lists Av-og-til as one of its partners.

The opening hours
In February 2019 the opening hours of the Vinmonopolet are to be postponed by one hour on 
Saturdays, the government platform says. Martine Tønnessen, leader of KrFU: „I realize that longer 
opening hours may be fine for those who do not have a problem with alcohol in a hectic life, but I 
do not think it is primarily those we must protect, but rather those who struggle. Therefore, I do not
want to increase the availability of alcohol. We know that increased accessibility leads to increased 
use.“ Journalen (February 2019)

About lifting the ban on being able to drink alcohol in a park
In July 2019 the Head of Tromsø KrFU Markus N. Hansen wrote in iTromso that the consequences of
lifting the ban on being able to drink alcohol in a park are that the parks could become yet another 
arena for free drinking. „Today, there is a ban on drinking beer in the park, and so KrFU wants to 
keep it. A common area should be a safe and inclusive place and not a place for free refills. It should 
be a place where parents can take their children without having to worry about letting them play for
themselves. It should be a place where students can relax from school without stressing over 
alcohol. As a political party, KrFU is responsible for ensuring that our society is safe and well, 
especially for the weakest and most vulnerable in society.“

Alcohol leads to exclusion in youth policy
Ingvild Husby from Oslo KrFU wrote in August 2019 in Aftenposten about alcohol the ways it limits 
political youth getting together when gathering are organised in bars and pubs where alcohol is 
served. „It wasn't until a county board meeting this spring that I realized that there are certain 
events I miss because of alcohol serving. This is nothing more than an exclusion. Do you really 
always have to have these events in places where alcohol is served? Is it that you have to have 
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alcohol available to talk to someone from another party? Several of the youth parties have 13 years 
as a lower age limit for enrollment. You shouldn't have to feel banned when you are old enough to 
be enrolled! I am ashamed of the politics in Norway. There is too much focus on partying and 
alcohol. We as youth politicians need to sharpen. We are the politicians of the future, and we must 
be good role models.“

Children and Christmas
Thousands of children are facing a difficult Christmas. KrFU and Actis demanded that Minister Sylvi 
Listhaug come up with measures against alcohol abuse as soon as possible. Dagen.no (December 
2019)

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship 
from alcohol producers or retailers, because it would violate their policy.

The organisation rated the importance of alcohol policy as below average. They gave 4 out of 10 
answering to How important are alcohol issues for achieving your organisation's main goals and 
How important are alcohol issues in implementing your organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (8), Restricting retail hours (10), 
Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (10), Heavy fines for drinking and driving (8), Frequent 
roadside-testing (7), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (10), Recommendation not to 
use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Health warnings on all alcohol packaging (7), Full ban on alcohol 
advertising (10), School-based education about the harms of alcohol (7), Social campaigns about 
alcohol harms (7).

Low support for following policy measures: Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (2),
Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Expensive retail licences (4), Zero blood alcohol content 
driving limits (2), Labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient list (1), Restricting 
industry interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (1), Prohibition to consume alcohol during 
commercial flights (1). 

The organisation marked 8 (10 means stricter measures should be applied) to following measures in 
Norway: Marketing or advertising restrictions in social media and internet, Retail hours. 7 to School-
based education about the harms of alcohol and Social campaigns about alcohol harm. And 6 to 
Levels of excise taxes for alcohol.

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views similar to affiliated party organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (9), Lower quality of 
life (9), Loss of individual freedom (7), Violence (9), Illness (9), Cancer (6), Harm to others (10), 
Sexual harassement (10), Gender based violence (10), Traffic accidents (10).

Conclusions: Based on their official positions KrFU stands clearly on the side of the stronger alcohol 
policy. They are active in expressing their positions when alcohol issues are discussed and they 
position themselves based on values and protecting the vulnerable. They cooperate with different 
NGO-s working with alcohol (Actis, A-vo-gtil). At the same time, the organisation rated alcohol as a 
rather low priority (4). 
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Socialist Left Party
Youth organisation: Socialist Youth (Sosialistisk Ungdom)

Main positions of the Socialist Left Party´s alcohol policy:
Work for the Government Pension Funds to be withdrawn from the alcohol companies as it has 
already done for tobacco. Alcohol undermines international development and global public health. 
Investments in the alcohol industry are therefore not in line with development policy.
Alcohol tax must be differentiated between retail outlets and serving places to move alcohol 
consumption into controlled surroundings.
„Substance problems are a societal problem, not an individual problem. We need to strengthen the 
treatment system for those who are intoxicated. Substance care is therefore also about improving 
the health of vulnerable groups through harm-reducing measures.
Alcohol is a very harmful drug, and strict regulation is important. SY will maintain the wine 
monopoly system and implement a tax and donation policy that emphasizes the prevention of 
alcohol damage.“

Socialist Youth (Norwegian: Sosialistisk Ungdom) is the youth league of the
Socialist Left Party of Norway. The current head of the organisation is Andreas
Unneland. SU considers itself a revolutionary party and wants to gain popular
support for socialism in Norway. In this respect it differs from SV, the mother
party.

Alcohol is not mentioned in Socialist Youths policy program. 
Alcohol is prohibited at the Socialist Youth events. 
The organisation does support the legalisation of cannabis. 

Alcohol taxes and restaurants
In 2015 SY proposed that alcohol taxes should be lowered in the restaurants and bars but made 
more expensive for home consumption. „We believe this will lead to a healthier drinking culture in 
Norway, says SU leader Nicholas Wilkinson.“
„It is much more expensive to drink beer outside the city than at home. We just want to level that 
price up a bit, so you don't get penalized for drinking in a place where you're social, contributing to 
more jobs and where you can have better control over a lot of you drink.“

Drinking in public places
The organisations expressed support in July 2018 to remove the ban for drinking in public spaces. 
„Rather than handing it over to the police, politicians should take back power over where and when 
alcohol can be enjoyed in public space.“ 

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 2 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?

And with 5 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
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organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (8), Restricting retail hours (8), 
Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (10), Heavy fines for drinking and driving (7), Free treatment for
all alcohol addicted persons (8), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (8), Full ban 
on alcohol advertising (10).

Low support for following policy measures: Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (3),
Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Expensive retail licences (3), Frequent roadside-testing (4).

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Norway in following 
areas (10 means stricter measures should be applied): Marketing or advertising restrictions in social 
media and internet (7), Sponsorship regulation (7), Levels of excise taxes for alcohol (7).

When responding to organisation´s opinion regarding how much alcohol consumption contributes to 
harm in the society, they didn´t mark anything above 5 (10 was max). 5 received following areas: 
Shorter life span, Lower quality of life, Violence, Illness, Harm to others, Traffic accidents.
Loss of individual freedom (2), Cancer (3), Sexual harassement (4), Gender based violence (4), 
Corruption (2), Erosion of democracy (2). 

Conclusions: While Socialist Left Party is quite strong when it comes to alcohol policy, Socialist Youth 
are rather weak. Alcohol is not in their political program and they have expressed support for 
lowering alcohol taxes in restaurants and for removing a ban for drinking in public spaces. They 
support a similar understanding which was strongly represented among Finnish organisations, 
namely that moving drinking from homes to restaurants would lead to a healthier drinking culture. 
They rated alcohol with only 2 (out of 10) stating how important alcohol is in achieving their 
organisations goals. Their overall view on alcohol role to different harms in society was low, nothing 
was rated above 5 (10 being max).
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The Green Party
Youth organisation: Young Greens of Norway (Grønn Ungdom)

Main positions of the Green Party´s alcohol policy:
Green Party´s political program includes one point concerning alcohol policy: „Continue a restrictive 
alcohol policy, and work actively for drug-free events.“ 
Regarding drugs, the Greens want to „Take the initiative for a national drug reform, where drug 
addicts will be offered professional support and treatment while at the same time working actively 
to reduce and prevent crime and harmful effects.“
„We are in favor of decriminalizing all drug use, which will save both users and society from stress. 
We also want to investigate whether regulated sales of lighter drugs can contribute to injury 
reduction at the individual and community level, based on experiences from other countries.“

Young Greens of Norway (Bokmål: Grønn Ungdom, Nynorsk: Grøn Ungdom,
Northern Sami: Ruoná Nuorat, or GU) is the youth league of the Norwegian
Green Party. The organization was founded in 1996, and its current
spokespeople are Anna Kvam and Ola Eian. The Young Greens works to
promote green ideology, its mother party's political program, and youths'
engagement in politics. 

Young Greens report the same goal concerning alcohol as their affiliated party: Continue a 
restrictive alcohol policy, and work actively for alcohol-free events.
In a platform paper in November 2016 they stated that „Green Youth believes that today's tax-free 
scheme should be phased out.“

Their support for restrictive alcohol policy, seems to be tightly connected to their support for 
allowing drugs to the stores. „We are satisfied with today's restrictive alcohol policy and want similar
regulation of more drugs, said Hulda Holtvedt, Young Greens leader in May 2018. At the same time 
they also said that Young Greens have now joined the party on running a completely non-alcoholic 
line during the anniversary dinner and that this is a result of the METOO movement.

All Green Youth are completely free from alcohol and illegal drugs from start to finish.

Vision for local improvements
Before the local elections in September 2019, Young Greens in Halden stood against liberalizing 
alcohol policies. „By creating competitive business in Halden, we create both more jobs and life in 
the city. Alcohol does not draw people, deals do!,“ they wrote. „What you put into your own body in 
public urban centers concerns more than just yourself. We want a city center for everyone!“
They are referring to a price war on beer in Kristiansand and argued that this was not in the interest 
of better business. „In Kristiansand this year, there was a price war on beer at all the bars, which 
meant that three out of eight bars had to be closed down, according to vg. Price pushing has proven
to be unprofitable for local businesses, and if one thing does not strengthen the urban life, then it is 
the closure of restaurants. With slightly more expensive beer comes more jobs and a better night 
market.“

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
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The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 4 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?

And with 6 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (7), Public monopoly on sales of 
alcohol (10), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Labeling all alcohol 
packaging with calories and full ingredient list (7), Full ban on alcohol advertising (10), Restricting 
industry interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (8).

Low support for following policy measures: Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Expensive retail
licences (3).

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Norway in following 
areas: Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV (8). 

The organisation marked 4 (1 meant that „more lenient measures should be applied“) for Levels of 
excise taxes for alcohol. Other policy areas were marked with 5. 

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views similar to affiliated party organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (7), Violence (7), 
Illness (7), Harm to others (10), Sexual harassement (9), Gender based violence (9), Traffic accidents 
(8).

Conclusions: The Young Greens have a very similar approach to alcohol as their affiliated political 
party. Contrary to many other political youth organisations, they don´t seem to support the idea 
that alcohol taxes should be lowered for bars and restaurants as they don´t see that it would 
actually support the business environment. The organisations supports legalizing cannabis and 
compares the situation with alcohol regulation. Often they are talking about alcohol policy, to 
explain and justify their views on cannabis regulations.
The organisation holds an alcohol-free principle organizing their events and camps.
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The Red Party
Youth organisation: The Norwegian Red Youth (Rød Ungdom)

Main positions of the Red Party´s alcohol policy:
„The Red Party wants the Vinmonopolet to take over alcohol sales at airports, and is generally for a 
restrictive alcohol policy.
Alcohol costs society many lives and enormous expenses every single year. Norwegians consume 
more and more alcohol every single year, and the consequences of this consumption are also 
increasing.
Every year, multinational companies like German Heinemann earn hundreds of millions to sell duty-
free drugs at Norwegian airports. Red wants the Vinmonopolet to take over alcohol sales at airports.
Red will continue to have a restrictive alcohol policy.“

Red Youth (Bokmål: Rød Ungdom, Nynorsk: Raud Ungdom,
shortened RU) is a Norwegian youth league. It is the youth
organisation of the Red party, which originally formed with the
merger of the Red Electoral Alliance and the Workers' Communist
Party in March 2007. The current leader of Red Youth is Tobias
Drevland Lund.

The Norwegian Red Youth states in its political platform „that one should investigate legalizing, 
producing and trading lighter drugs within systems comparable to today's alcohol regulations.
Red Youth will continue today's restrictive and responsible alcohol policy. Research shows that 
almost 80% of all registered violence takes place in an alcohol-affected state. In addition, alcohol is 
often part of the picture when sexual abuse is committed. All Norwegians have the right to use 
alcohol, but everyone should have the right not to have to deal with alcohol if they want to. 
Therefore, Red Youth will create more alcohol-free meeting places and cultural events for young 
people, which is a great shortage of things today.“
Red Youth also support that the Vinmonopolet would take over alcohol sales at airports.

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 3 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?

And also with 3 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (8), Restricting retail hours (8), 
Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (10), Heavy fines for drinking and driving (8), Free treatment for
all alcohol addicted persons (10), Full ban on alcohol advertising (9), Restricting industry 
interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (10). 

Only the idea of private monopoly on sales of alcohol recieved the lowest score of 1, everything else 
was scored with 5.
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The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Norway in following 
areas: Sponsorship regulation (9), Levels of excise taxes for alcohol (7), Retail hours (7). 

The organisation  didn´t rate any of the policy areas that should be made more lenient.

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views to be very similar to affiliated party 
organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (10), Violence (9), 
Illness (7), Harm to others (8), Sexual harassement (10), Gender based violence (10), Traffic 
accidents (10).

Conclusions: The Norwegian Red Youth state in their principles that they support the continuation of
a restrictive alcohol policy. Yet they rate alcohol as low as 3 when it comes to their priorities and 
even in achieveing the public health goals of their program.
The organisation seems to view alcohol as a big problem, causing various societal issues (they are 
raising the importance of harm to others aspect).
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The Liberal Party (Venstre)
Youth organisation: Young Liberals of Norway (Unge Venstre)

Main positions of the Liberal Party´s alcohol policy:
Health habits affect what diseases you get. Poor diet and low physical activity can lead to diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease, smoking can cause you lung cancer, and excessive use of alcohol can 
cause liver disease. The Liberals will continue the charging system to influence the price of harmful 
products and maintain monopoly schemes to control access. The wine monopoly is an example of a 
monopoly scheme that regulates the supply of alcohol. We believe this scheme should be continued 
for health reasons.
The Liberals will:
# carry out an adjustment of the alcohol tax with a higher tax on spirits and a lower tax on lower 
alcoholic beverages, where the total tax level is kept at the current level
# reduce alcohol taxes for small scale breweries.

Young Liberals of Norway (Norwegian: Unge Venstre) (NUV) is the youth
league of the Norwegian political party Venstre. The current president is
Sondre Hansmark, since 2017. It advocates a more liberal version of the
mother party's social liberalist ideology.

The Young Liberals state as their goal for alcohol policy: „Young Liberals want a liberal and 
responsible alcohol policy. We want to keep Vinmonopolet, but allow the sale of strong beer in 
stores. Today's high alcohol taxes lead to increased border trade and lost revenue for Norway. That 
is why Young Liberals wants to lower its taxes on alcohol.“

The programme for 2018-2020:
„Today's legal intoxicants alcohol and tobacco, pose health and social problems for both individuals 
and society. Therefore, sales and advertising should be regulated. Nevertheless, today's regulations 
bring unnecessary obstacles for both private individuals and the nightlife industry. Young Left wants 
a liberal and responsible alcohol policy.
Young liberals want and promise:
# Will establish more treatment sites and better aftercare for alcohol abusers.
# Want to extend the sales times of alcohol in stores, and give the municipalities full freedom to 
decide on serving times. The municipalities know best about the challenges they face with noise 
and public alcohol consumption.
# Today's scheme also provides alcohol sales in smaller towns, while limiting access to alcohol. 
Grocery stores should sell beer with an alcohol percentage of up to 5.5 per cent. Alcohol in grocery 
stores should always be behind curtains or in a particular room.
# To allow moderate alcohol consumption in public spaces.
# Will have strict regulations for alcohol advertising, while allowing advertising in several arenas and 
platforms. Breweries must be given the opportunity to advertise their own product on their website.
Alcohol advertising in the pubs should be allowed, and producers should be able to sell from their 
own production premises.
# Want to lower alcohol taxes.

Allow alcohol serving at sporting events!
That was a statement adopted at the Oslo Young Liberal's extraordinary annual meeting on April 9, 
2016:
„Today, it is not possible to enjoy alcohol at sports events in Norway as a spectator. Only those who 
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sit in the VIP stand are given the opportunity. 
Oslo Unge Venstre thinks it is unreasonable that only those who pay the most have the opportunity 
to enjoy alcohol at sporting events. Oslo Unge Venstre believes that controlled sales of alcohol 
inside the stadium is a better solution than uncontrolled sales outside the stadium.
Oslo Young Liberals would allow:
That sporting events get the opportunity to sell alcohol below 22%.
That alcohol sales must comply with the rules adopted by the municipality.
That alcohol should only be served and enjoyed in enclosed areas.

A smarter alcohol policy – 2016
adopted at the meeting of the Governing Council on 18.12.16.
„Over time, there has been a lopsided development of alcohol taxes, where the relationship 
between beer, wine and spirits in particular has changed in the wrong direction. Since 1995, the 
spirits tax has increased by 18.2%, the taxes on wine by 48.2% and the beer tax by 62.7%.
Norwegian beer fees have thus become so high that they are more than twice as high as the 
Swedish ones, six times as high as Danish and ten times as high as Polish. This makes the Norwegian 
beer market vulnerable to trade leaks and smuggling.
A solution to this, Young Liberals believe, would be a change in alcohol taxes so that a greater part 
of the tax burden comes on strong alcohol, which is most harmful. The total alcohol taxes should 
not go up or down.
# Young Liberals implement a reorientation of the alcohol tax with higher spirits taxation and lower 
taxation on weaker alcoholic beverages where the overall tax level does not go up or down + reduce
the alcohol tax rate for small-scale breweries.

Drinking in parks
In June 2019 NRK reported about the confrontation that the Young Liberals have with Young 
Christian Democrats (KrFU) on allowing to drink in parks. 
„It's a good idea to have a drink in the park. Not everyone can afford to drink at Aker Brygge and 
enjoy the view there. Then it is nice that you can sit in a park and drink beer without fear of the 
police, says Young Liberals leader Sondre Hansmark. „Young Liberals believe that today's regulations 
make ordinary people criminals. They envision a solution where local politicians can decide which 
parks to drink alcohol in and which should be more family friendly.“
„This is not the biggest issue for us, but it is important for the state to interfere as little as possible in
people's lives. Then we have to remove idiotic bans like the ban on pils in the park.“
NRK reports that it has been a year and a half since the Liberals joined the government. Both the 
Young Right and the Progress Party's youth have previously argued for the same (alcohol in parks). 
„It's because KrF stops everything that's fun here in life. I wish it was a bit more fun in the 
government platform.“
„The park should be open to everyone. That means there shouldn't be alcohol there.“ is the position
of KrFU leader Martine Tønnessen. „I am glad that we are pursuing a restrictive alcohol policy. We 
know that many people grow up with alcohol problems in their homes, and that many Norwegian 
students have a problematic relationship with alcohol. It is important that we conduct policies that 
take them into account.“

Linn Skyum, General-Secretary of Young Liberals responding to NordAN questions in November 
2019. 
Alcohol pricing. Are you supporting the current alcohol excise tax policy? Do you consider alcohol 
price policy as a measure to influence how much people drink?
We believe the current alcohol excise taxes should be lowered. With today's practice, many people 
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living close to the Swedish border simply travel there to buy their alcohol for a much lower price. 
Thus, alcohol price policy does not influence how much people drink in such an impactful way we 
might like, but simply results in money being left in the Swedish economy rather than our own.

Alcohol availability. Do you support retail monopoly system as it is? Or do you prefer any changes? 
Would you support farm sales to be allowed?
Yes, we support the retail monopoly system as it is, with the small exception that we would like to 
raise the ABV limit to 5,5 % for alcohol sold in supermarkets. We also want to allow all producers to 
sell their own products from their premises.

Marketing and advertising. Do you support a total ban on alcohol advertising?
Yes, with a few exceptions: Breweries should be allowed to advertise for their products on their 
website, and advertisements should be allowed in pubs and restaurant that serve alcohol.

Age. What is your position on the legal age for purchase and consumption? Satisfied with the current 
situation?
Yes.

Enforcement. Are you satisfied with how the age and drivers blood alcohol concentration policies are 
enforced? Should it be financed more?
Yes, we are satisfied with how the policies are enforced.

Cooperation with the industry. Do you have a concrete policy on cooperation with the alcohol 
industry? Do you accept their sponsor funds for instance?
We do not have a concrete policy on this. As of today, we are not economically sponsored by 
anyone except government funds administered by our umbrella organization, The Norwegian 
Children and Youth Council (LNU) and minor gifts from private donors. We do, however, attend 
study trips/other events funded by private companies and organizations when we consider them 
relevant, which may include actors from the alcohol industry.

Conclusions: Young Liberals appear to be more liberal compared to their political party as the major 
party explains their alcohol policy plans through public health context, but the Young Liberals focus 
more on the free economy and individual freedom. While also the youth organisation claims to 
support the main principles of Norway´s alcohol policy, some of their suggestions would clearly 
mean that these policies would change (allowing some advertising and raising alcohol limit to 5.5% 
for grocery stores). The organisation somewhat stands out for their liberal view on alcohol industry 
funding their events, as most others declare it is against their principles.
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Conservative Party (Høyre)
Youth organisation: Norwegian Young Conservatives (Unge Høyre)

Main positions of the Conservative Party´s alcohol policy (Party Program for 2017-2021):
Maintain the main features of current alcohol policy and give the municipalities greater freedom of 
action concerning serving hours and sales outlets.

Norwegian Young Conservatives (Norwegian: Unge Høyres Landsforbund,
UHL, normally referred to as Unge Høyre) is a Norwegian youth party. Its
ideology is liberal conservatism.

The Young Conservatives state as their goals for alcohol policy:
# Strongly liberalize the laws governing the sale and consumption of alcohol
and tobacco, but retain the current smoking law.
As a conservative, it is important to start with the society you have, not the society you want. Young 
Conservatives want to liberalize the legislation for the sale of alcohol and serving times. Determining
serving times should not be a government task.

#METOO and Alcohol scandal at Young Conservatives events
In January 2018 General Secretary of the Conservatives, John-Ragnar Aarset, said at a press 
conference that Young Conservatives imposes a total ban on alcohol at its events indefinitely. Earlier
Young Conservatives leader Kristian Tonning Riise resigned as leader of the youth organization. 
Twelve notifications were issued on him and others in the organization, involving heavy drinking and
harassment cases at organisations events. According to one of the cases Riise had sexual intercourse
with a 16 year old, very drunk girl at a county council meeting in 2014. 
After the Riise scandal a committee was formed led by Henrik Syse and it was commissioned to look 
at how the party has dealt with sexual harassment notices. The suggestions from the Syse 
Committee included that in addition to moderate amounts of alcohol (eg welcome drinks and wine 
for dinner), the individual must pay for alcohol at party events. An absolute requirement from the 
committee was that at least one leader should always be completely sober and act as a "sober 
guard" at all party events.
The alcohol ban was lifted after three months and did not apply to the national assembly that took 
place in June 2018. Instead, the youth party introduced a number of rules to limit alcohol use 
among the more than 300 delegates. The ban was removed in April, when the youth party adopted 
new ethical guidelines. Secretary-General Sanner thought it was right to impose the total ban when 
the Riise case was at its worst. Since then, both the Right and the Young Right have worked against 
sexual harassment and unhealthy alcohol culture.
The following rules apply to alcohol at the national assembly:
# Prohibition of brought alcohol, and check of luggage on arrival
# Bracelet showing whether delegates are over or under 18 years
# No serving of alcoholic drinks
# Prohibition of afterparty
# No minibars in the rooms

Warning signs from March 2013
Bergens Tidende wrote back in March 2013 about a Young Conservatives event, with minors,  where
one of the attendants later told: „There was alcohol in the bathroom, on the stairs, on the 
bookshelves. I've never seen so much drink before.“ When the newspaper later asked about the 
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incident, the regional leaders refused to comment.

Conservative party didn´t approve youth organisations protest action
Young Conservatives wants to lift the ban on drinking alcohol in public places. Youth Conservatives 
leader in Vest-Agder, Steffen Aamodt (22) and Storting candidate Benjamin Grønvold (24) acted 
against the law when they drank beer at Bystranda in July 2013. The deputy head of the health and 
social board in Kristiansand municipality and the city council representative for the Conservatives, 
Wenche Tronstad, did not like Young Høyre's beer campaign.

Young Conservatives have continued their support for allowing alcohol consumption in public parks, 
though. In June 2015 Young Conservatives posted the election campaign poster on their Facebook 
pages, with accompanying text: „Today, ordinary people who enjoy a drink in the park are turned 
into offenders. Young Right wants to remove the ban on drinking alcohol in public places and would 
rather use police resources on more important tasks.“
The use of the image of a Tuborg box led to questions whether the election campaign stunt may be 
within the law. Actis appealed Young Conservatives to the Directorate of Health for violating the 
Alcohol Act and the ban on alcohol advertising.

In Spring 2017, with 173 against 170 votes, the National Assembly of Concervative Party decided 
that the party would remove the ban on drinking alcohol in public parks. In June Conservatives 
government colleague The Progress Party (FrP) submitted a proposal to the Storting to change the 
current regulations to allow alcohol below 22 per cent in parks, but Tone Wilhelmsen Trøen, health 
policy spokesman of the Conservatives, said the party will not secure a majority for the law change 
now. She justifies this with the cooperation agreement between the KrF and the Liberal Party which 
states that the main lines of Norwegian alcohol policy must remain firm during this parliamentary 
period. The leader of Hordaland's Young Conservatives, Tobias Strandskog, responded strongly and 
expressed that the parliamentary politicians in this way do not respect the resolution of the national
assembly. 

In August 2018, the Deputy Speaker of the Young Conservatives Daniel Skjevik-Aasberg: „I think 
people are so responsible that they manage to drink in moderation. In Oslo, it is generally accepted 
to enjoy a beer or glass of wine in the park, but it is not a proper party. The law is enforced 
arbitrarily and it's not good. We criminalize ordinary people. Many people perceive that there are 
foolish bans, and it contradicts the common sense of ordinary people.“ When asked if he himself 
has drank alcohol in parks he responded: „I'm trying to avoid breaking the law. It has happened, but 
it does not happen very often.“

Extending alcohol serving hours
In August 2015 Young Conservatives, together with FPU and Young Liberals want Norwegian 
municipalities to have the opportunity to have the restaurants serve alcohol until 04:00. Youth 
organisations saw that it was Christian Democratic Party (KrF) which opened the discussion as they 
proposed to tighten the serving times from 03 to 02.
Actis´s Secretary-General Mina Gerhardsen strongly disagreed with the proposal: „There is a clear 
link between violence and serving times. Later serving times mean more violence. Eight out of ten 
incidents of violence are caused by substance abuse, research shows.“

„Alcohol and slow-moving boat traffic undoubtedly belong together“
In July 2014 Young Conservatives proposed following:
1. Lower the permissible limit for small boat drivers, any floating device designed for and 
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capable of moving on water, with a maximum length of up to 15 meters and a maximum 
speed of more than 10 knots to 0.2 per milliliter.

2. Removing the permissible limit for small boat drivers, any floating device designed for and 
capable of moving on water, having a maximum length of up to 15 meters and a maximum 
speed of less than 10 knots.

„Too many accidents at sea are consequences of alcohol and speed. It is therefore important that 
the limit for fast-moving boat traffic is lowered to 0.2. However, alcohol and slow-moving boat 
traffic undoubtedly belong together, and are an important part of our culture. The risk of fatal 
accidents is almost non-existent. It would therefore be a mistake to make stricter regulations 
already too strict. This is about trusting the citizens. In fact, most people manage to take 
responsibility for themselves and adjust how much to drink,“ said Haagen Poppe county leader in 
Aust-Agder of the Young Conservatives.
The county leader of Aust-Agder Høyre, Lillesands Mayor Arne Thomassen, was not very positive 
about the youth party's proposal. „This proposal comes as a surprise. Boaters have become 
accustomed to the current limit, and the proposal by the Young Right needs a thorough discussion.“
Halvor Rismyhr in the Rescue Company is also not positive about the Young Right's proposal. „The 
rescue company is not for boating when drinking alcohol. The statistics are clear that alcohol and 
boating are a bad combination,“ says Rismyhr.

Alcohol at football stadiums
In March 2015 Young Conservatives submitted a proposal to the City Council in Oslo to allow alcohol
sales and consumption rights in Oslo. „It is important to ensure the clubs a good budgetary 
framework. Vålerenga has had financial problems in recent years and then I think alcohol sales will 
help increase revenues and give the public a better experience,“ told 2nd Deputy Head of Oslo 
Young Conservatives, Nicolai Øye Langfeldt. 
The Norwegian Sports Federation was strongly critical of the Young Conservatives proposal to allow 
alcohol serving at football games in the capital. „It is the wrong signal to send to families who want 
to take children with them to the matches. We also do not see that there should be a need to raise 
the quality of the experience by selling alcohol in the stands,“ said communication manager Per 
Tøien.

Conclusions: Young Conservatives have clashed with their political party on many occasions when it 
comes to alcohol and alcohol policy. They are more liberal and would like to see more robust 
changes for alcohol policy. They are critical that the party doesn't go far enough and doesn't stand 
for their liberal views. The youth organisation mainly deals with alcohol regulation from the 
perspective of consumer rights. "More freedom! People can be trusted." In some cases, they also 
believe that weaker rules help the economy, either in municipal level or for instance with football 
teams. Since the beginning of 2018, the alcohol question is clearly overshadowed with the #metoo 
and alcohol scandal that forced their leader to step down and the organisation to change their 
internal rules.
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SUMMARY
One of the overall conclusions, and it appears to be so also concerning Norway, is that
those political organisations that claim to support existing alcohol policies admit that 
this topic isn´t among their priorities, even in achieving their public health goals.
An idea which is very strongly represented among the Finnish youth organisations 
comes up also with Norwegian organisations, namely a proposal that consumption 
should be moved from home to restaurants and bars. It is believed to be a safer and 
healthier option and cutting taxes for restaurants is the proposed measure to achieve 
it.
Several organisations consider a well-functioning alcohol policy to be an example for 
possible drug policy. Support for legalising cannabis is quite general.
In some cases, the political youth organisations are more liberal when it comes to 
alcohol policies, compared to the affiliated political parties. Some youth organisations
are asking for stronger beers to be allowed to grocery stores, lowering taxes or 
allowing drinking in public spaces. 
Alcohol-related abuse cases seem to cloud for some organisations the ability to 
address alcohol policy issues. At the same time, #metoo movement is probably the 
reason why so many youth organisations have adopted rather concrete internal 
alcohol policies for their members and events.
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DENMARK
General elections were held in Denmark on 5 June 2019 to elect all 179 members of the Folketing; 
175 in Denmark proper, two in the Faroe Islands and two in Greenland.
The elections resulted in a victory for the "red bloc", comprising parties that supported the Social 
Democrats' leader Mette Frederiksen as a candidate for Prime Minister. The "red bloc", consisting of
the Social Democrats, the Social Liberals, Socialist People's Party, the Red-Green Alliance, the 
Faroese Social Democratic Party and the Greenlandic Siumut, won 93 of the 179 seats, securing a 
parliamentary majority. Meanwhile, the incumbent governing coalition, consisting of Venstre, the 
Liberal Alliance and the Conservative People's Party whilst receiving outside parliamentary support 
from the Danish People's Party and Nunatta Qitornai, was reduced to 76 seats (including the 
Venstre-affiliated Union Party in the Faroe Islands).

FOLKETINGET

Coalition
Social Democrats (48). Since its foundation, the lemma of the party has been "Liberty, Equality and 
Brotherhood" and these values are still described as central in the party program. The Party Leader 
is Mette Frederiksen.
Social Liberal Party   (16). (Danish: Radikale Venstre, literally "Radical Left" or "Radical Liberals") is a 
social-liberal political party. Historically the party has played a central role in Danish politics, and as a
centre party they have supported governments on both sides of the political spectrum. Cooperation
across the middle is a primary belief of the party. Leader: Morten Østergaard. 
Socialist People's Party (14). The Socialist People's Party (Danish: Socialistisk Folkeparti, SF) is a 
green, popular socialist political party in Denmark. SF's ideological base is popular socialism, 
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inspired by green politics and democratic socialism. The party sees a democratic-socialist Denmark 
as the end goal of its politics. The party is a strong supporter of human rights, the rights of 
minorities, and democracy. Leader: Pia Olsen Dyhr.
Red-Green Alliance (13). The Red–Green Alliance (Danish: Enhedslisten – De Rød-Grønne, literally 
Unity List – The Red–Greens) is an eco-socialist political party in Denmark. It is the furthest left party
in the Danish Parliament, advocating for socialist democracy in Denmark and internationally. The 
party describes itself as a socialist and democratic grassroots party, which claims also to represent 
green politics, peace movement, anti-discrimination and trade union movement. Political 
spokesperson: Pernille Skipper.
Alternative (5). The Alternative (Danish: Alternativet) is a green political party in Denmark. The party 
was publicly launched on 27 November 2013 by former Minister of Culture Uffe Elbæk and 
Josephine Fock, the first of whom had been Members of Parliament for the Social Liberal Party. 
Elbæk was the leader of the party until February 2020, where he stepped down and was succeeded 
by Josephine Fock.
Inuit Ataqatigiit (1). Inuit Ataqatigiit (Greenlandic for "Community of the People") is a democratic 
socialist, separatist political party in Greenland striving to make Greenland an independent state. 
Leader: Múte Bourup Egede. 
Social Democratic Party (1). The Social Democratic Party (Faroese: Javnaðarflokkurin, JF; literally the 
Equality Party) is a social-democratic political party on the Faroe Islands, led by Aksel V. Johannesen.
Siumut   (1). Siumut (lit. Forward) is a political party in Greenland in the social democratic tradition. 
Since the establishment of home rule in 1979, it has been the dominant party in Greenland. Siumut 
is led by Kim Kielsen, the current Prime Minister of Greenland.

Opposition
Venstre (42). Venstre (Danish pronunciation: [ˈvɛnstʁɐ], literally "left"), full name Venstre, Danmarks 
Liberale Parti (English: Left, Denmark's Liberal Party), is a conservative-liberal, agrarian political party
in Denmark. Founded as part of a peasants' movement against the landed aristocracy, today it 
espouses an economically liberal pro-free market ideology. Leader: Jakob Ellemann-Jensen.
Danish People's Party   (16). The Danish People's Party (DPP) (Danish: Dansk Folkeparti, DF) is a 
political party in Denmark that is generally described as right-wing populist by academics and far-
right by international media. It has also been described in academia and the media as a nativist and 
anti-immigrant party. Leader: Kristian Thulesen Dahl.
Conservative People's Party   (13). The Conservative People's Party (Danish: Det Konservative 
Folkeparti, DKF), also known as the Conservatives (Konservative) is a conservative centre-right 
political party in Denmark. Leader: Søren Pape Poulsen.
New Right (4). The New Right (Danish: Nye Borgerlige) is a right-wing political party in Denmark 
founded in 2015. Its economic policies are libertarian (unlike the economically "social democratic" 
DF), calling for tax cuts and the abolishment of all corporate taxes. Leader: Pernille Vermund.
Liberal Alliance (3). The Liberal Alliance (Danish: Liberal Alliance) is a liberal and libertarian political 
party in Denmark. The original New Alliance considered itself a centrist party, "taking the best values
of social liberalism and social conservatism". Leader: Alex Vanopslagh.
Union Party (1). The Union Party (Faroese: Sambandsflokkurin, also translated Unionist Party) is a 
conservative-liberal, agrarian political party on the Faroe Islands. The party wants to maintain the 
Faroe Islands' union with Denmark. On 24 October 2015 Bárður á Steig Nielsen succeeded Kaj Leo 
Johannesen as party leader.
Forward (1). Forward (Danish: Fremad) is a Danish political party founded in November 2019 by 
Simon Emil Ammitzbøll-Bille and Christina Egelund, after they in October left the Liberal Alliance.  
They characterize themselves as a centrist party based on liberal values, and see themselves as the 
centre-right version of the Danish Social Liberal Party. Leader: Simon Emil Ammitzbøll-Bille.
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Conservative People's Party (Det Konservative Folkeparti)
Youth organisation: Young Conservatives (Konservativ Ungdoms 
Landsorganisation)

Main positions of the Conservative People's Party´s alcohol policy:
# We do not believe that anyone should have to live on the streets, and we must help both the 
homeless and drug and alcohol addicts.
# Stress, cigarettes and alcohol are a problem and it seems to be especially increasing for children 
and adolescents. The long school days combined with the many other activities, commitments and 
social pressures can wear down even the best functioning ones. Therefore, we must focus on 
prevention, for example, by raising awareness of the challenge in our schools.
# Since the last municipal elections, the Conservative People's Party has managed to get a 
treatment guarantee for drug addicts, so that they can now be weaned as soon as they apply. This is
a result we are proud to have achieved, and we want the offer to apply to alcoholics in the future.
# It is important to get the right people involved when we talk about prevention, because the effect 
of this will give young people the best start in adulthood. We must therefore prevent lifestyle 
diseases and the abuse of alcohol and drugs already among the young people.

Young Conservatives Denmark (Danish: Konservativ Ungdom,
abbreviated KU) is the youth wing of the Conservative People's
Party of Denmark, and the oldest political youth organization in
the world still in existence. KU is considered an institution in
Danish youth politics and often seen as a rebellious and
ideological watchdog of the mother-party.

Alcohol is not mentioned in the Young Conservatives political program. 
Responding to the questionnaire they claim that they have a formal document related to alcohol but
it is internal and they do not provide a link.

In November 2019 the Young Conservatives expressed shame over the proposal of their affiliated 
party to raise the age limit for buying strong alcohol. The youth organisation believes that „it is 
approaching hypocrisy when adults come and say what young people must and must not do.“
The 'adult section' of the party proposed to raise the threshold for the purchase of strong alcohol, 
so that in the future, 16-17 year olds could only buy alcohol with a strength of not more than seven 
percent. Today, the alcohol limit is 16.5 percent.
„There should be room for young people to have fun, even if it is not always healthy, and the 
Conservative's proposal is an expression of New Puritanism, where everything that is not healthy 
must be combated,“ said Anders Storgaard, president of Conservative Youth.

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses: 
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, but they will 
try to apply in the future.

The organisation rated with 1 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?
And also with 1 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?
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High support for following policy measures: Frequent roadside-testing (10), Free treatment for all 
alcohol addicted persons (10), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (7).

Low support for following policy measures: Rated with 1 for Increase excise taxes, Restricting retail 
hours, Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption, Public monopoly on sales of alcohol, 
Private monopoly on sales of alcohol, Expensive retail licences, Heavy fines for drinking and driving, 
Health warnings on all alcohol packaging, Full ban on alcohol advertising, School-based education 
about the harms of alcohol, Social campaigns about alcohol harms, Restricting industry interference 
in policy making, eg. Lobbying, Prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial flights.

The organisation is satisfied with the following policy measures in Denmark: Marketing or advertising
restrictions in general media and TV; Marketing or advertising restrictions in social media and 
internet; Sponsorship regulation; Levels of excise taxes for alcohol; Retail hours; School-based 
education about the harms of alcohol; Social campaigns about alcohol harm.

The only area where the organisation wants to see a change is on legal age of purchase and 
consumption (they marked 3, when 1 meant „more lenient measures should be applied“).

The organisation responded with 1 (meaning „not necessarily“) responding to „Should politicians be
obliged to pursue alcohol control measures that are cost effective first?“

Concerning to the affiliated party organisation the respondent answered that „I do not know the 
official position on the party on this issue.“

The organisations position on whether alcohol affects the following harms in the society, they 
marked with 1 (disagree very much): Lower quality of life, Loss of individual freedom, Corruption, 
Erosion of democracy. 
2 - Gender based violence, Sexual harassement, Harm to others. 
3 – Violence
5 – Illness, Cancer
6 – Traffic accidents.

Conclusions: Young Conservatives are very direct in declaring that alcohol policy doesn´t have any 
importance for them. Not even in achieving their public health goals. Alcohol doesn´t seem to have 
any links to different societal problems and only a mild effect on various health problems. Perhaps 
even surprisingly, they see alcohol as a risk factor for cancer (5 out of 10). The organisation appears 
to protest against all WHO best-buy measures. When their affiliated political party supports raising 
the age limit for alcohol use, they express shame for that puritan position.
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The Alternative (Alternativet)
Youth organisation: Young Alternatives (Alternativets Unge)

Main positions of the Alternative party´s alcohol policy (Party programme): 
„Abuse of alcohol and drugs is a challenge and loneliness has been a general problem in the 
population. Many Danish young people are unhappy and feel marginalized. Stress and the use of 
psychotropic drugs is increasing, and confidence in the labor market is declining. In other words, we 
are facing a psychological challenge as much as we are facing an environmental one.“
The Alternative also wants to increase the tax on alcohol and unhealthy foods such as sweets and 
sodas while the charges on healthy goods such as fruits, vegetables and nuts are lowered.“
Government program: „The individual's health is influenced by physical, mental and social factors. 
Unhealthy diet, smoking and alcohol, stress and mental imbalance mean that more people need to 
be treated in the public health system.“

The youth organisation Alternativets Unge doesn´t mention alcohol in their
policy or position papers.

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers
or retailers, because it would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 2 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?

And with 3 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxe (7), Increase the legal age for 
purchase and consumption (7), Public monopoly on sales of alcohol (7), Heavy fines for drinking and
driving (10), Frequent roadside-testing (10), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (10), 
Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Health warnings on all alcohol 
packaging (10), Labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient list (10), Full ban on 
alcohol advertising (10), School-based education about the harms of alcohol (7), Social campaigns 
about alcohol harms (7).

Low support for: Restricting retail hours (3), Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Expensive 
retail licences (1), Zero blood alcohol content driving limits (2), Restricting industry interference in 
policy making, eg. Lobbying (1), Prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial flights (1). 

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Denmark in following 
areas: Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV (10), Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in social media and internet (7), Sponsorship regulation (10), Levels of excise taxes for 
alcohol (10), Legal age of purchase and consumption (6), Retail hours (7), School-based education 
about the harms of alcohol (7), Social campaigns about alcohol harm (8).
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The organisation considers their alcohol policy views quite similar to affiliated party organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Shorter life span (10), Lower quality of 
life (7), Loss of individual freedom (7), Violence (8), Illness (7), Harm to others (7), Sexual 
harassement (10), Gender based violence (10), Traffic accidents (7).

Cancer risk was rated with 3. 

Conclusions: The Alternativets Unge doesn´t have any official positions on alcohol policy and it rates 
the importance of alcohol issues rather low (2 and 3) when it comes to priorities for the 
organisation but it also gives high scores when different alcohol policies are rated. For instance it 
agrees fully with total ban on alcohol advertising, again, even though that position doesn´t appear in
any of the policy papers. 
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Socialist People's Party (Socialistisk Folkeparti)
Youth organisation: Youth of the Socialist People's Party (SF Ungdom)

Main positions of the Socialist People Party´s alcohol policy: 
„Behind an adult with an abuse often hides one or more children who need special support. 
Therefore, in all municipalities and regions, there must be offers to addicts and their families on 
access to 24-hour treatment for alcohol and drug abuse. Society must always be ready to 
apprehend people who have become imbalanced.“

Socialistisk Folkepartis Ungdom (Popular Socialist Youth of Denmark) is the youth
wing of the Socialist People's Party of Denmark, founded in 1969. In 2008 it
became the biggest youth party political organisation in Denmark.

The youth organisation Youth of the Socialist Poeple´s Party doesn´t mention
alcohol in their policy program but has an internal alcohol policy document
adopted at the second national leadership meeting 2018.
The document sets rules that are applicable to national events in SFU (selected points):
# No one under the age of 15 may drink alcohol
# Everyone between the ages of 15 and 16 must have written permission from their 
parents/guardians to be able to drink alcohol
# Anyone from the age of 16 may drink alcohol upon presentation of valid documentation for age.
# There must be 2 sober guards to deal with sudden situations
# Barmens at SFU's national events have a special responsibility to refuse to sell more alcohol to 
participants who have had too much to drink
# Alcohol brought along will be confiscated and the participant can be sent home.

Youth and alcohol serving is a bad cocktail
In April 2017 The Danish Government proposed that young people from 15 years old would be 
allowed to serve alcohol. SF Ungdom expressed concern over that idea. President of SF Ungdom, 
Jacob Klivager, commented: “It is absolutely amazing that young people from 15 can now be 
responsible for serving full elderly people who can react both flirtatiously, sexist and violent. We 
must not accept that young people must start working life with an unsafe working environment. 
Many do not know their rights and are often cheated or exploited. I'm worried about what happens 
when you now mix alcohol in that cocktail.”

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 3 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?

The organisation has high support for following policy measures: Heavy fines for drinking and driving
(9), Frequent roadside-testing (9), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (10), 
Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (8), Health warnings on all alcohol packaging 
(9), Labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient list (10), School-based education 
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about the harms of alcohol (10), Social campaigns about alcohol harms (7), Restricting industry 
interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (7).

Lower support for Full ban on alcohol advertising (4), Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1).

and 6 for Increase excise taxes, Restricting retail hours, Increase the legal age for purchase and 
consumption, Public monopoly on sales of alcohol.

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Denmark in following 
areas: Sponsorship regulation (7), Levels of excise taxes for alcohol (6), School-based education 
about the harms of alcohol (8), Social campaigns about alcohol harm (6).  

The organisation is satisfied with the levels of other policy measures (advertising, legal age, retail 
hours). 

Conclusions: The organisation doesn´t have any plans regarding alcohol in their political program, 
but they do have an internal alcohol policy, which lays out how their members should behave 
around alcohol. With that, they are one of the rare ones who have a system like that. They seem to 
support alcohol policy measures that check the responsibility of the individual (roadside checks, 
alcohol and pregnancy). Their reaction to allowing younger people to serve alcohol shows their 
interest in protecting the rights and integrity of young people.
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Social Democrats (Socialdemokratiet)
Youth organisation: The Social Democratic Youth of Denmark (Danmarks 
Socialdemokratiske Ungdom)

Main positions from the Social Democrats policy program:
„Some of the most vulnerable patients in our health care system are drug and alcohol abusers, 
homeless, mentally ill and demented, and confused senior citizens. For them, hospital visits can be 
experienced very uncertain and confusing. We risk that those people don´t get the treatment they 
need so much.“
The Social Democratic Apollo Project: In 20 years we should be able to look all children in the eyes. 
They must not only have a fair chance, but also help and opportunity to seize it. „Studies show that 
almost every 5 young people think their parents have a problem with alcohol. One in ten believe 
that their parents' alcohol problems had negative consequences for them in adulthood. Treatment 
for alcohol abuse is characterized by random action from municipality to municipality. The 
treatment consists of 90 percent of cases of individual outpatient treatment.“

The Social Democratic Youth of Denmark (Danish: Danmarks
Socialdemokratiske Ungdom, DSU) is the national youth wing of the Danish
Social Democrats. The organisation is autonomous from the Social Democrats
and as such is entitled to formulate its own policies and devise its own
campaigns.

The Social Democratic Youth of Denmark doesn´t mention alcohol in their
political documents but they seem to have an internal alcohol policy for their members and event 
planning. It is referred here but the link is empty. 

#metoo in SDU
In November 2017 the then chairman of SDU Lasse Quvang Rasmussen resigned from his post 
because of allegations from 5 women concerning their harassment by Rasmussen. In March 2019 
the new chairman demanded that Rasmussen would have „a ban on drinking“ and he should 
apologize to five women who felt violated. New leader of SDU, in March 2019, Frederik Vad said 
following: „We already have a party and alcohol policy where we only serve cider drinks and beer, 
and members under the age of 16 must have written permission from parents to be allowed to 
drink at parties at DSU. We are considering sharpening that now, and I will also examine whether we
actually live up to this rule. In addition, we have sober guards for the parties.“

SDU gets criticised for linking prime minister with alcohol
SDU received strong criticism in August 2018 when they implied that the then prime minister Lars 
Løkke Rasmussen has some sort of alcohol problems. They posted a photo showing an unshaven 
and barely rested Lars Løkke Rasmussen sitting with a champagne bottle and asking himself the 
question: "Should I drink it myself or share with the upper class?". 

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 3 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
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for achieving your organisation's main goals?

And with 5 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Heavy fines for drinking and driving (8), Frequent 
roadside-testing (8), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted persons (8), Recommendation not to 
use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Health warnings on all alcohol packaging (10), Labeling all 
alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient list (10), School-based education about the harms
of alcohol (8).

Low support for: Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (2), Public monopoly on sales 
of alcohol (1), Private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Prohibition to consume alcohol during 
commercial flights (2). 

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Denmark in following 
areas: Marketing or advertising restrictions in general media and TV (7), Marketing or advertising 
restrictions in social media and internet (7). 

The organisations is satisfied with Levels of excise taxes for alcohol, Legal age of purchase and 
consumption, Retail hours.

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views relatively similar to affiliated party organization.

Conclusions: Compared to Nordic versions of Social Democrats, SDU in Denmark doesn´t much 
prioritize alcohol policy. It´s not in their political program, and even though they seem to have 
internal rules for alcohol use, the document is missing from their website. Regardless of these rules, 
the organizations had their own #metoo experience, which might overshadow their dealings with 
alcohol out in public. SDU doesn´t work with alcohol issues, and the only support they gave was to 
measures that focus on personal responsibility.
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Danish Social Liberal Party (Radikale Venstre)
Youth organisation: The Danish Social Liberal Youth (Radikal Ungdom)

Main positions from the Social Liberal Party´s policy program:
„We will significantly increase the price of cigarettes, ban visible tobacco sales and put an end to tax 
cuts on alcoholic beverages, beer and wine.“
A resolution adopted in 2018 is a point: Increased awareness of the adverse effects of alcohol.

The Danish Social Liberal Youth (Danish: Radikal Ungdom,
literally Radical Youth, abbreviated RU), is a political youth
organization in Denmark, built around the ideals of social
liberalism. Radical indicates a connection to 19th and
20th century radicalism, a connection shared with the organisation's mother party, the Danish Social
Liberal Party.

The Young Radicals state in their policy document:
„Many Danes suffer from lifestyle diseases due to tobacco, alcohol and/or obesity. In the future, we 
will see an increasing number of patients with disorders due to an unhealthy lifestyle. In addition, a 
large number of Danes die earlier due to the three biggest lifestyle offenders.
You have to shorten the number of days patients are on the hospital with disorders derived from 
tobacco, alcohol and/or obesity.
Radical Youth therefore suggests that students in the Danish elementary schools in the early teenage
years need to have a supplementary conversation about smoking, diet and alcohol with the school's 
health nurse.
Strict penalties must be imposed on those shops and serving places that do not comply with 
applicable regulations in this area. Radical Youth believes that higher fines and more random checks 
can be beneficial ways to ensure that more stores comply with the law on the sale and dispensing of
alcohol. Today, the sale and dispensing of alcohol to non-governmental people is formally 
prohibited, but unfortunately, the age limits are often not met in practice.
Radical Youth believes, therefore, that all primary schools should have a course on alcohol in 
collaboration with the health care provider and the parents.“

In addition the Young Radicals have an internal alcohol policy for their members and events. The 
policy includes: There must always be at least two sober guards at a time at the events. Young 
people under the age of 16 must bring a signed permit from their parents or guardian for each 
country event to be able to consume alcohol. There must be non-alcoholic alternatives in the bar for
all events. You must be at least 16 years old to serve at the bar, but there must be at least one of 
those in the bar who are 18 or over. 

The organisation responded to NordAN´s questionnaire.

Summary from the questionnaire responses:
The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, because it 
would violate their policy.

The organisation rated with 1 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?

And with 3 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
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organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Heavy fines for drinking and driving (7), Free treatment 
for all alcohol addicted persons (6), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10). 
The organisation didn´t rate any of the other policy measures.

Conclusions: Young Radicals have one of the strongest alcohol policy platforms in Denmark. They 
have a better view on alcohol policy, and also when compared to the political party, they are 
affiliated. Like many other political youth organisations, they also have an internal alcohol policy for 
their members and events. At the same time, they do not appear to be very active on alcohol issues.
They rated with 1 when asked how vital alcohol policy is for their organisation. Regardless of the 
goals expressed in their policy document.
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SUMMARY
The analysis of Danish political youth organisations shows once again that alcohol is a lower priority 
in Danish politics, compared to other Nordic countries. Most of the organisations don't mention 
alcohol in their policy programs, but some of them do have internal alcohol policy documents for 
their members and events. The reason for that seems to be the #metoo cases that have appeared in
these youth organisations as well.
The absence of alcohol in their agendas is peculiar, especially as alcohol is not just a societal 
problem in Denmark. Danish youth are the highest binge drinkers in Europe. Among 15–16-year-
olds in Denmark, 32% reported having been drunk in the past 30 days, compared to the European 
average of 13%. So, one would think that for political youth organisations, for people working with 
young people, alcohol would be one of the top priorities. That is not the case in Denmark. None of 
the analysed organisations rated higher than 3 (max 10) responding to a question: How important 
are alcohol issues for achieving your organisation's main goals?
In some cases, an organisation might express support for specific policy measure (Young 
Alternatives gave 10 for total ad ban), but they don't mention it in their policy documents.
In conclusion, the Danish political youth organisations mainly support measures that stress the 
responsibility of the individual. It almost seems that they publicly protest against the WHO 
recommendations and best-buy measures and also against the traditional Nordic alcohol policy.
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ICELAND
The Alþingi (parliament (Icelandic) and anglicised as Althingi or Althing) is the national parliament of
Iceland. It is the oldest surviving parliament in the world. The Althing was founded in 930 at 
Þingvellir ("thing fields" or "assembly fields"), situated approximately 45 kilometres (28 mi) east of 
what later became the country's capital, Reykjavík. The unicameral parliament has 63 members, and
is elected every four years based on party-list proportional representation.

Coalition government (34)

Independence Party (16) - The Independence Party (Icelandic:
Sjálfstæðisflokkurinn) is a liberal-conservative, Eurosceptic political party
in Iceland. It is currently the largest party in the Alþingi, with 16 seats.
The chairman of the party is Bjarni Benediktsson.
Left-Green Movement (10) - The Left-Green Movement (Icelandic:
Vinstrihreyfingin – grænt framboð, literally "Left Movement – Green
Candidature"), also known by its abbreviation Vinstri Græn, VG, is an
eco-socialist political party in Iceland. It is the second largest party in the
Althingi, with 11 members of 63 in total, and is currently the leading
party in a three-party coalition government formed after the 2017
elections. The party chair is Katrín Jakobsdóttir, MP and the 28th Prime
Minister of Iceland since 30 November 2017.
Progressive Party (8) - The Progressive Party (Icelandic: Framsóknarflokkurinn, FSF) is a centre-right, 
populist and agrarian political party in Iceland. For most of its history, the Progressive Party has 
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governed with the Independence Party. Since 30 November 2017, the party has been a coalition 
partner in the Katrín Jakobsdóttir government.

Opposition parties (29)
Centre Party (9) - The Centre Party (Icelandic: Miðflokkurinn) is a centrist populist political party in 
Iceland, established in September 2017. It split from the Progressive Party due to leadership 
disputes, when two factions decided to band up as a new party before the 2017 election. It has 
been described as "populist".
Social Democratic Alliance (7) - The Social Democratic Alliance (Icelandic: Samfylkingin 
jafnaðarmannaflokkur Íslands, literally The Alliance - Iceland's Social Democratic Party) is a social-
democratic political party in Iceland. It was founded in 2000 at the convergence of four centre left 
political parties (The Social Democratic Party, The People's Alliance, The Women's List, and National 
Awakening) following a joint run by all parties in the 1999 parliamentary election. The vision of the 
party was to unite the left wing of Icelandic politics, fractured since the 1930 split of the Social 
Democratic Party and present a united bloc to oppose the ruling Independence Party.
Pirate Party (6) - The Pirate Party (Icelandic: Píratar) is a political party in Iceland. The party's 
platform is based on pirate politics and direct democracy.
Reform Party (4) - The Liberal Reform Party (Icelandic: Viðreisn) is a liberal political party in Iceland 
that was founded on 24 May 2016 but had existed as a political network since June 2014. It split 
from the Independence Party, mainly over discontent with its decision not to hold a referendum on 
joining the European Union and lack of support for free-trade.
People's Party (2) - The People's Party (Icelandic: Flokkur fólksins) is an Icelandic political party 
founded by Inga Sæland. Its main focus is to have better conditions for the
poor and disabled.
Independent (1) - An independent or nonpartisan politician is a politician
not affiliated with any political party.
Katrín Jakobsdóttir's Government took office 30 November 2017. 

The government represents the Left Green Movement, the Independence
Party and the Progressive Party
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Independence Party (Sjálfstæðisflokkurinn)
Youth organisation: Young Independents (Ungir sjálfstæðismenn)

Main positions of the The Independence Party´s alcohol positions:
# Emphasis should be placed on prevention and health promotion in all areas and promote 
healthier lifestyles.
# A strategy must be formulated in the fight against lifestyle-related illnesses and set certain 
measurable goals for the next 5 and 10 years.
# The City of Reykjavik should support organizations that have shown success in the treatment of 
alcohol and drug problems as well as other diseases.
# Sin taxes place the highest priority on lower income groups. Those with low incomes spend a 
greater proportion of their income in the same amount of sugar, tobacco or alcohol than those who 
have higher incomes. Thus, taxes on inequality increase inequality. Lifestyle disorders are a real 
problem. But if it was possible to tax all problems away, there would probably be no problems in 
Iceland.
# Minister of Justice Áslaug Arna Sigurbjörnsdóttir wants to legalize ads for alcohol, saying banning 
them isn’t working and discriminates against Icelandic producers.

Young Independents (Icelandic: Ungir sjálfstæðismenn), abbreviated to SUS, is
the youth wing of the Independence Party of Iceland. It is conservative, like its
mother party, but often expresses more classical liberal views. The party can
conduct its own policy and campaigns. In 2011, it criticised capital controls,
subsidies to the Symphony Orchestra, and the application for EU membership.

Young Independents doesn´t mention alcohol in their policy documents.

Expressed positions

Force for change
In February 2013 the Independence Party National Assembly adopted a proposal that the alcohol 
buying age should be reduced to 18 years and that wine and beer should be sold in stores. It was 
the Association of Young Independents who made the proposal. It states that the Independence 
Party proposes that wine and beer should be sold in supermarkets in Iceland, as in most western 
democracies. "It should be borne in mind that it is not the government's job to operate liquor stores
rather than other stores," the proposal says. "We should keep in mind that 18-year-olds can marry, 
make a loan, and trade with any other non-alcoholic product, and it is long overdue to correct that 
difference," said the proposal. 

Free sale of alcohol
Laufey Rún Ketilsdóttir, chairman of the Young Independents wrote about the free sale of alcohol in 
January 2016. „Alcohol is sold in supermarkets in almost all western countries, but in Iceland it is 
still in the hands of the state. Icelanders buy alcohol in supermarkets during their travels but when 
they return home they are no longer trusted - in this country the state has to sell the alcohol. Why?“

Teenagers were offered alcohol and listened to speeches of the Independence Party Ministers
In October 2017 Undergraduate high school students received free alcohol at the opening 
ceremony of the Young Independence Center, where the party's ministers held speeches. The 
chairman of the SUS said he regretted it. One visitor said he had never before attended such a 
festival. "I'm not very fond of the Independence Party itself, but I was there just for the alcohol."
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Conclusions: The Young Independents were behind the Independence Party´s decision in 2013 to 
support allowing alcohol sales to grocery stores. They also support loweting the age limit to 18. Still,
they don´t mention alcohol in their political program and in recent years they haven´t spoken about 
alcohol much. SUS had few cases when underaged were offered alcohol at their events and they 
received negative publicity because of that.
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Left-Green Movement (Vinstrihreyfingin – grænt framboð)
Youth organisation: Young Left-Greens (UNG VINSTRI GRÆN)

Main positions of the Left-Green Movement´s alcohol positions:
# Targeted policies in alcohol, tobacco and drug prevention must be formulated. The first step is to 
strengthen the welfare system and strengthen prevention work, which is based on proven methods 
and has been effective. Alcohol sales should continue in the public domain. That arrangement is in 
accordance with the public health guidelines of the Medical Director of Health.
# It is imperative that the patient participation rate be abolished in basic services and that staffing in
health services be adequately covered. Treatment and prevention related to alcohol and intoxicants 
will be improved.

Young Left Green is a youth movement of the Left-Green Movement
and was founded in 2000. Young Left Green takes an independent
position and is not bound to agree with the mother movement. The
goal of UVG is to create a platform for young people to express their
views and opinions and to restrain the mother movement.

Young Left Greens don´t deal with alcohol in their policy program.

Expressed positions

Informing and not restricting
In June 2011 Hlöðver Sigurðsson wrote on UVG website „What is it that has actually worked against 
the reduction of tobacco smoking ... Of course, it is pure and direct information to the consumer 
about the harmfulness of the substance. People who smoke know and choose to smoke, are 
informed about the harmful effects of smoking and know that it probably shortens their life. But 
why are the politicians playing nursery school and treating this class of people like they are 
inconvenient children? 
Reduce the alcohol age and allow adults to take responsibility for their own alcohol consumption, 
and in addition, alcohol drinking will be less exciting if this is not banned.“

Conclusions: Even though UVG is the prime minister's party's youth organisation, it has a meager 
presence in the media, and their views on alcohol and alcohol policy are practically non-existent. We
found one opinion article from their website, which supports the liberalisation of the existing 
alcohol policies but a leaving organisation member writes even that. In short, not clear what UVG 
thinks about alcohol policy.
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Social Democratic Alliance (Samfylkingin)
Youth organisation: Social Democratic Youth (Ungir jafnaðarmenn)

Main positions of the Social Democratic Alliance´s alcohol policy:
# ensure professional, public resources for young people and children with multiple social problems,
e.g. alcohol and drug problems.
# The county council opposes the sale of alcohol in general supermarkets.

Social Democratic Youth (Icelandic: Ungir jafnaðarmenn) is the youth branch
of the Social Democratic Alliance of Iceland. The movement is an open and
democratic forum for creative discussion and social work for young social
and social activists. The movement aims to promote the innovation and
initiative of young socialist and socialist people by engaging in extensive
dialogue, discussion and policy work, especially in matters relating to young
people and based on basic ideas of equality and freedom, equality, freedom
and freedom.

Social Democratic Youth doesn´t appear to have anything on alcohol in their policy documents.

The President of the Social Democratic Youth in Iceland responded to our invitation regarding the 
questionnaire and why they decided not to participate:
„We do not think it appropriate for the organisation for the following reasons:
- The government oversees the distribution and selling of alcohol in Iceland and therefore it is illegal
to advertise alcohol, as some of the questions rely an answer on.
- Ungir jafnaðarmenn do not have an official policy when it comes to alcohol, whether it's regarding 
the legal drinking age or making independent stores able to sell alcohol. 
- Furthermore to that point. You wrote in your email that if that were the case we should still 
answer "closest to a typical standpoint" we do not feel comfortable to do so as we think it's highly 
unethical. If there isn't a policy on the matter one should never "guess" or make up a policy or 
stance. Especially when answering questions in a study that will be published. We urge you to 
review and edit your original text.

 Having read through the survey we think many of the questions and subsequent responses 
aren't relevant to our organisation, or Icelandic political youth organisations in general for 
that matter.“

Conclusions: As the president's response clearly states the Social Democratic Youth do not have an 
official policy when it comes to alcohol. It appears that as the government has a specific policy, they 
do not have a place to think otherwise. They even think that "many of the questions and 
subsequent responses aren't relevant to our organisation, or Icelandic political youth organisations 
in general for that matter". As Icelandic alcohol policy is being challenged and also the "Icelandic 
model" is currently very much relevant for the rest of the world, it is somewhat unusual that they 
consider it to be irrelevant for the Icelandic youth organisations.
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The Pirate Party (Icelandic: Píratar)
Youth organisation: Young Pirates of Iceland (Ungir Piratar)

The Pirate Party doesn´t appear to have any concrete positions on alcohol policy. 

Young Pirates is an affiliate of young Pirates aged 16 – 35. The
organisation was founded on August 18, 2013, and serves as a Pirate
Issues Group when it comes to young people's affairs, maintains
relationships and relationships with other youth movements and
maintains a team spirit among its members. At the same time,
members of the Young Pirates are automatically members of the parent
company, the Pirates.

The organisation was the only one who responded to NordAN´s questionnaire from Iceland

The organisations doesn´t receive any sponsorship from alcohol producers or retailers, but they will 
try to apply in the future.

The organisation rated with 6 (out of 10) responding to question: How important are alcohol issues 
for achieving your organisation's main goals?
And also with 9 responding to a question: How important are alcohol issues in implementing your 
organization's goals in public health policy?

High support for following policy measures: Increase excise taxes (7), Heavy fines for drinking and 
driving (10), Zero blood alcohol content driving limits (8), Free treatment for all alcohol addicted 
persons (10), Recommendation not to use alcohol during pregnancy (10), Health warnings on all 
alcohol packaging (10), Labeling all alcohol packaging with calories and full ingredient list (10), 
School-based education about the harms of alcohol (10), Social campaigns about alcohol harms (8), 
Restricting industry interference in policy making, eg. Lobbying (10).

Low support for Restricting retail hours (1), Increase the legal age for purchase and consumption (1),
Public or private monopoly on sales of alcohol (1), Expensive retail licences (1), Full ban on alcohol 
advertising (4), Prohibition to consume alcohol during commercial flights (3).

The organisation wants that more stricter measures would be implemented in Iceland in following 
areas: Sponsorship regulation (9), Levels of excise taxes for alcohol (6), School-based education 
about the harms of alcohol (8), Social campaigns about alcohol harm (7).

The organisation wants that more lenient measures should be applied in Iceland in following areas: 
Legal age of purchase and consumption (4), Retail hours (2).

The organisation considers their alcohol policy views very similar compared to affiliated party 
organization.

The organisation believes that alcohol contributes strongly to Traffic accidents (10), Corruption (8), 
Erosion of democracy (8).

The organisation believes that alcohol´s contribution is weak to Loss of individual freedom (1), 
Violence (4), Harm to others (3), Gender based violence (4). 
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The Young Pirates would support that the production, sale and consumption of cannabis should be 
legal and regulated.

Conclusions: The Young Pirates doesn´t seem to have a high priority on alcohol issues, but they do 
support more liberal policies and are against existing strong restrictions. They do support measures 
that are based on individual responsibilities. They seem to have a contradiction in their views on the
alcohol industry. They fully support restricting industry interference in policymaking, eg. lobbying 
but at the same time they acknowledge that even though they haven´t received any industry 
funding so far, they intend to apply for it in the future. As it was expected, they support the 
legalisation of cannabis.

SUMMARY
The recent push for change in alcohol policy in Iceland was one of the drivers for this whole project. 
The results in reducing drinking and smoking in Iceland is a matter of discussion globally. Still, part 
of the Iceland society seems to be thinking about how they could change the foundations of the 
existing policies. This paradox became apparent when we focused on political youth organisations as
well. As the youth of social democrats put it: these issues "aren't relevant to our organisation, or 
Icelandic political youth organisations in general for that matter." Could the explanation be that 
youth drinking is so low in the society that it doesn't appear to be a real problem for them 
anymore? 
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