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To the Presidium of the Nordic Council
To the Committee for Welfare in the Nordic Region

Concerning the proposal “Nordic alcohol and tobacco policies in a public health perspective” 
by the Committee for Welfare in the Nordic Region

On behalf of Nordic Alcohol and Drug Policy Network (NordAN) we would like to express our 
wish for the adaptation and implementation of the proposal made by Committee for Welfare in the 
Nordic Region to increase the Nordic cooperation in the field of alcohol and tobacco policies. 

NordAN was established in September 2000 as a network of non governmental, voluntary 
organizations who all worked to reduce the consumption of alcohol and other drugs and who 
supported a restrictive alcohol and drug policy and who did not receive contributions from the 
commercial alcohol industry. Acting on these principles NordAN today have grown to have 90 non-
governmental, voluntary member organisations in all the eight Nordic and Baltic countries.

NordAN has in a resolution by the General Assembly in 2013 formally endorsed the Nordic 
Council’s proposal “Alcohol and tobacco policy in public health perspective for 2014-2020” and 
invited Nordic Council of Ministers to welcome the initiative.

It is our firm understanding that today the proposal is even more relevant and needed. When the 
proposal was initially written European countries had a strong backing in EU Alcohol Strategy, 
which does´nt exist anymore. European Commissions decision not to renew alcohol specific 
strategy, despite strong request by Member States, European Parliament and public health NGO-s, 
leaves alcohol policy with an unclear future especially when we speak of cross-border issues. 

Another important development that should not be ignored is the growing political interest to 
dismantle public monopoly on sales of alcohol in Iceland and similar discussions also in Finland. 
Regulation of distribution through monopoly type of systems have been a cornerstone of the Nordic 
alcohol policy which has been effective in reducing alcohol related harm. NordAN has raised 
concern against these developments and warned that abolition of a public monopoly on sales of 
alcohol and authorizing the right to sell alcohol at all retail outlets would lead to increased level of 
alcohol related harm.

We would like to remind the Nordic Council of the report by Mr Bo Könberg “The Future Nordic 
Co-operation on Health”, commissioned by Nordic Council of Ministers, where one of the 
conclusions touched also alcohol policy. "The Nordic countries should decide to exchange 



experiences in the public health area more frequently, particularly in terms of measures in the 
alcohol and tobacco policies. One aim should be, using the various countries’ experiences, to reduce 
alcohol consumption and tobacco consumption."

We would like to stress the need for a close  and coordinated long-term cooperation specifically in 
alcohol policy, in addition to research and sharing best practices. As several cross-border issues 
involve countries outside Nordic definition, it is also important to develop a closer cooperation in 
the wider Northern Dimension Partnership that includes also Baltic countries and Russia. 

We urge Nordic Council to make this proposal a priority and to work towards its adoption by the 
Nordic Council of Ministers. We are willing to support and cooperate in this process.

Stockholm and Tallinn 
6 April 2016

Peter Allebeck
president, NordAN
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